
 
 

 

  

INSPIRING GREATNESS

Professor Richard Hift
Dean: School of Clinical Medicine

cordially invites you to a 

PUBLIC LECTURE BY PROFESSOR LOUISE KUHN

on

HIV in populations where breastfeeding is essential for child survival: 
Trials and Tribulations

Date 
Thursday, 8 May 2014

 
Time 
 12:30

 
Venue 

 K1 and K2, K-RITH Tower Building
Nelson R Mandela School of Medicine Campus

RSVP: 7 May 2014
 Enquiries: Ms MaryAnn Francis       Email: francism@ukzn.ac.za

Professor Louise Kuhn ia an epidemiologist 
who conducts research in southern Africa 
related to pediatric HIV infection, mother-
to-child transmission of HIV, antiretroviral 
treatment and drug resistance, and 
breastfeeding in the context of HIV. 

She was responsible for developing the Zambia 
Exclusive Breastfeeding Study (ZEBS) that helped 
define optimal feeding practices for HIV-
infected women and informed the 2009 revisions 
of the international infant feeding guidelines.  

As part of the study, her group was one of the first to identify the 
apparent vulnerabilities of HIV-exposed uninfected children and 
to describe and comment on the nature and potential risk factors 
underlying the epidemiologic data.  The epidemiologic studies 
have been complemented through collaborations with cutting-
edge immunologists to help define the unique immunological 
changes that occur among newborns exposed to HIV.  

These collaborations, in South Africa and Zambia, have generated 
intriguing preliminary data suggesting that there may be a direct 
biological effect of HIV-exposure even in uninfected infants. 

Professor Kuhn also currently manages a series of studies in 
Johannesburg, South Africa, of treatment strategies for HIV-infected 
children as well as consideration of the effects of HIV infection and 
antiretroviral drugs on mitochondrial function and host epigenetics.  

Throughout her research, she strives to rigorously study biological, clinical 
and epidemiologic phenomena with the consideration of the translation 
of these scientific observations into public health actions firmly in mind.  

She has many years of experience implementing large clinical 
and epidemiologic studies in the sub-Saharan African setting. 

She is a faculty member in the Department of Epidemiology, Mailman 
School of Public Health, New York and supervises masters and 
doctoral students and mentors post-doctoral trainees and junior 
faculty.  She also teaches a graduate class in Perinatal Epidemiology.
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