
THE UNIVERSITY OF KWAZULU-NATAL PRESENTS THE 5TH IN A SERIES OF 
PUBLIC WEBINARS HOSTED BY THE COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES

PRESENTERS

RESPONDENT CHAIR

CLICK HERE TO RSVP

DR TLALENG MOFOKENG

(Commissioner, 
Commission for Gender 

Equality)

MS LISA VETTEN 

(University of the 
Witwatersrand), Gender 

Activist 

MS ALI SHONGWE

(University of KwaZulu-
Natal), Student Activist

DR ANGELINE STEPHENS

(University of KwaZulu-
Natal)

MS JANINE HICKS 
(University of KwaZulu-Natal)

PROFESSOR RELEBOHILE MOLETSANE 
(University of KwaZulu-Natal) 

Once you RSVP, you will receive a password to join the Zoom meeting. Zoom will prompt you to open Zoom 
meetings and enter your email address. You will be placed into a ‘waiting room’ and the broadcast will 

automatically load for viewing.

DATE: 

 WEDNESDAY, 22 JULY 2020

TIME: 

16H00 – 18H00

We look forward to seeing you there!

INSPIRING GREATNESS 

UNDERSTANDING AND RESPONDING TO GENDER 
BASED VIOLENCE IN A TIME OF COVID-19 AND 
BEYOND: NEW STRATEGIES FOR NEW TIMES?

https://ukzn.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_7IXJkOyETc6lETgCo_WT8g
https://ukzn.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_7IXJkOyETc6lETgCo_WT8g


MS JANINE HICKS

After 15 years’ activism in the non-governmental organisation human rights sector, Janine served two terms 
as Commissioner with the Commission for Gender Equality, a state institution supporting democracy, tasked 
with promoting gender equality in South Africa.  She is a lecturer in the School of Law, UKZN, and serves 
as Convenor of the Navi Pillay Research Group there.  She is Project Leader on South African Law Reform 
Commission Project 143: Maternity and Paternity Benefits for Self-Employed Workers, and Chairperson of the 
UKZN Gender-Based Violence Committee. Hicks holds a Masters’ degree in Development Studies from the 
Institute of Development Studies at the University of Sussex, UK, and a post-graduate LL B from the former 
University of Natal, Durban.  She is a PhD candidate at UKZN, and has published widely on participatory 
democracy and gender equality.

PROFESSOR RELEBOHILE MOLETSANE

is the JL Dube Chair in Rural Education in the School of Education at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. As part 
of her Chair in rural education, she has worked in South African rural schools and communities, focusing on 
teacher development around such issues as poverty alleviation, HIV & AIDS, gender inequality and gender-
based violence as barriers to education and development. Moletsane’s work focuses on working with girls 
and young women to address sexual violence in rural communities. As part of this, she is co-PI with Claudia 
Mitchell, of an IPaSS grant: Networks for change and well-being: Girl-led ‘from the ground up’ approaches to 
addressing sexual violence in Canada and South Africa.

PRESENTER 
BIOGRAPHIES

DR TLALENG MOFOKENG, AKA DR T

a Medical Doctor who graduated from the Nelson R Mandela School of Medicine, UKZN, in 2007, is a Sexual 
and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) Expert from South Africa.  Her expertise and impact is in Clinical 
Services, Public Health Policy, Comprehensive Sexuality Education, Training and Facilitation, Advocacy for 
SRHR, Global Health Politics & Funding and Content Production.  She has global advocacy experience at the 
UN Human Rights Council, UN Commission for Population Development, and has briefed the United States 
Senate. Dr Mofokeng is the Country Co-lead for Global Doctors for Choice, a board member of the Safe 
Abortion Action Fund Board (SAAF) and a member of the Global Advisory Board Sexual Health & Well-being’s 
(GABSHW). She is widely published locally and globally in such platforms as The Guardian, Project Syndicate, 
Mail & Guardian, Daily Maverick, The Sunday Times and is a thought leader and contributor to BBC Global 
services, WNYC, Al Jazeera and on SABC, eNCA. Her first book Dr T: A Guide to Sexual Health & Pleasure, is 
an international bestseller. She  has been appointed by the President of South Africa as a Commissioner at 
the Commission for Gender Equality (CGE). Dr Mofokeng is committed to creating a gender equal world.

MS ALI SHONGWE 

is an intersectional feminist activist and University of KwaZulu Natal Bachelor of Social Sciences graduate, 
in Political Science and Philosophy. As an activist whose current (and long-term) interest asserts resistance 
against the systemic societal challenges to our peace, wellbeing, sustainable development and human 
agency realization – as a purpose of justice – the scourges of GBV and Queer-phobia, Racism and 
Colonialism, and the Ecological & Environmental Crisis are glaring targets. She has been privileged with 
opportunities to serve these interests, beyond cherished collective protest, by facilitating gender and 
sexuality affirmative classes among Secondary students with the Cape Town Gender And Sex Project, as well 
as discursive workshops among national and visiting University students on gender and sexual equality and 
justice, and fall-ism with Durban’s School for International Training. As a current tutor, activist with UKZN’s 
Amnesty International Chapter, and committee member on a multinational ‘Gender Equality in Education’ 
Project, it is her inspiration and generational honour – as a young Queer, Black South African womxn – to find 
the vanguard of our social struggles, fighting in whichever way and for as long as is possible. 

MS LISA VETTEN

has been active in the field of violence against women for over 25 years, first working as a counsellor, 
paralegal and trainer, before focusing on research and policy drafting and analysis. She holds a Master’s in 
Political Studies from the University of the Witwatersrand and is currently completing her PhD around the 
governance of rape in South Africa. She is a research associate of the Southern Centre for Inequality Studies 
at Wits and a senior research associate in the faculty of humanities at the University of Johannesburg. There 
she forms part of a research project with Cambridge University and the Delhi University Enclave focusing 
on urban transformation and gendered violence in Johannesburg, South Africa and Delhi, India. Lisa is a 
member of the Ministerial Task Team established to guide the Department of Higher Education, Science and 
Technology around the implementation of policy addressing GBV in higher education institutions and the 
co-chair of Wits’ Sexual Harassment Advisory Committee. 

DR ANGELINE STEPHENS

is the current Manager of Student Support Services in the College of Humanities. She has a PhD degree in 
Psychology from the University of Cape Town. She has a special interest in critical and decolonial feminist 
psychologies, and the intersections of subjectivities, sexuality, gender and violence. 
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