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Craig Blewett has been in IT since he first came into contact with 
computers in his second year at the then University of Natal, Durban 
(UND). Missing out, thankfully, on the punch card computer by one year, 
Craig was taken by the power of this new machine to impact life. Knowing 
he had found his passion, Craig joined UND as a lecturer and from the 
early years began experimenting with using this technology to enhance 
his teaching. The past 25 years has seen him presenting seminars around 
the world on e-learning, setting up UKZN’s first 3D Virtual University, running 
shared online courses across multiple countries, and more. However, with 
every turn, each opportunity has been accompanied by new challenges 
and risks. And now a huge new opportunity looms large on the horizon, 
Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs). However, so too does a dire risk – 
a risk to the very futures of Universities. 

 
“Historical change is like an avalanche. The starting point is a 
snow-covered mountainside that looks solid. All changes 
take place under the surface and are rather invisible. But 
something is coming. What is impossible is to say when.” 

(N. Davies- Historian) 
 

In this seminar, Craig explores how e-learning has evolved and what the 
apparently new concept of MOOCs is all about. Are these online courses 
simply a repackaging of old ideas or do they offer new opportunities for 
learning? What impact are MOOCs likely to have on universities and on 
UKZN in particular? What should UKZN be doing in order to respond to this 
rising approach to learning – if anything at all? 

 
However it is more than just a new technology that needs to be 
unpacked, but far more serious entrenched paradigmatic perspectives 
and their potential impact on the coming changes. MOOCs represent 
only one instantiation of a new technologically mediated approach to 
learning. In, and of themselves, they speak to issues that may well lie 
below the surface when exploring institutional and personal perspectives 
on embracing or resisting these technologies. Drawing from research in 
anti-oppressive education, Craig will explore the concept of “spaceism” 
and how universities apparent disregard for the rising “threat” of e-learning 
may reflect an unacknowledged oppression. 

 

The University Teaching & Learning Office  
 

Cordially invites all staff and students  
to a seminar with 

 
Craig Blewett 

School of Management, IT & Governance, UKZN 
 

On 
 

AN AVALANCHE IS COMING – 
THE FUTURE OF UNIVERSITY EDUCATION 

 
DATE: Tuesday, 20 August 2013 
TIME: 14h00 - 16h00 
VENUE:  Room 5, UNITE Building, Gate 8, Rick Turner Road 

(formerly Francios Road), Howard College 
Campus, UKZN 

 
RSVP Essential before Thursday, 15 August 2013 
To:  Mrs Silindile Mchunu 
Tel: (031) 260 2294 
Email: utlo@ukzn.ac.za  
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