
Corporate Relations Division
cordially invites you to a Public Lecture

THE LEGAL, DISCIPLINARY AND 
REPUTATIONAL RISKS OF SOCIAL MEDIA

By Emma Sadleir

The lecture will focus on the following:

• the social media landscape in South Africa;
• the legal considerations of using social media, including defamation,   
 privacy, hate speech and intellectual property;
• sexting, cyberbullying and pornography offences;
• the disciplinary consequences of using social media (can you be expelled  
 from school or fired from your job for what you say online?);
• personal reputation management on social media (can your online   
 content compromise potential scholarships, admission to university and  
 future employment?);
• online safety; and
• Twitter disclaimers ("tweets are not endorsements", "I tweet in my   
 personal capacity" etc.)

DATE : Wednesday, 08 October 2014
TIME  : 12h30-14h00
VENUE : Senate Chamber, Westville Campus

RSVP essential:
Shakila Thakurpersad

email: thakurpersads@ukzn.ac.za
Tel: 031 – 260 7893



Emma Sadleir’s areas of expertise include all aspects of print and 
electronic media law, with a particular focus on defamation, privacy 
and social media law. She is an admitted attorney and has a BA LLB 
(with distinction) from the University of Witwatersrand and an LLM in 
Information Technology, Media and Communications Law (with 
distinction) from the London School of Economics, having been 
awarded a scholarship from the Oppenheimer Memorial Trust. She 
worked in the media litigation department of Webber Wentzel for five 
years before going on her own to specialise in social media law in April 
2013.

Much of her work involves creating social media strategies and policies 
for corporates and schools, drafting social media agency agreements 
and providing training and workshops on social media law. She also 
teaches media law to journalists and lawyers and lectures personal 
reputation management on the GIBS MBA. Emma was an anchor for 
The Oscar Pistorius Trial: A Carte Blanche Channel where, for the 
duration of the murder trial of Oscar Pistorius, she hosted a programme 
discussing media law and breaking down court proceedings, and also 
appeared as a legal commentator for the channel.


