
Biography

Professor Lewis R. Gordon is an Afro-Jew-
ish philosopher, political thinker, educator, 
and musician who was born on the island 
of Jamaica and grew up in the Bronx, New 
York, where he attended Evander Child’s 
High School, played jazz in NY night clubs, 
and went to Lehman College under the 
Lehman Scholars Program (LSP) where 
he graduated with honours in political sci-
ence and philosophy.  Professor Gordon studied for his doctorate at Yale 
University and also worked as a teacher in Higher Schools in the New 
York region.  In addition to his position as a professor at the University of 
Connecticut at Storrs, he is also the Visiting Chair in Europhilosophy in 
the Department of Philosophy at Toulouse University in France and the 
Nelson Mandela Visiting Professorship at Rhodes University.

Professor Gordon’s research in philosophy is in Africana philosophy, 
philosophy of existence, phenomenology, social and political philoso-
phy, and philosophy of science. His philosophy and social theory have 
been the subjects of many studies in a variety of disciplines. While he 
has written on problems of method and disciplinary formation in the hu-
man sciences, Professor Gordon has more recently devoted attention 
to problems in philosophy of physics, especially through a series of on-
going discussions and research projects with Stephon Alexander, who 
teaches physics at Dartmouth College. Professor Gordon has written six 
books and co-authored several; he is also the author of more than a 
hundred journal articles. In addition to theories of social transformation, 
decolonization, and liberation, Professor Gordon’s research in social and 
political philosophy also addresses problems of justice and its norma-
tive scope.  In his lecture for Humanities, he will focus on the relationship 
between Philosophy and Education and examine the core elements of 
transformation and the plight towards justice within Higher Education.
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