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The newly formed the International Waste Working Group-Southern Africa Regional Branch (IWWG-
SARB) is proud to announce its “First International Training Seminar on Energy from Biomass 
and Waste in Africa”, which will be held in Durban, South Africa, from April 24 to 26, 2013. 
 
This IWWG Seminar aims to bring to Africa the vast expertise within IWWG and the experiences and 
technological advancements presented at the recent Venice 2012-Fourth International Symposium on 
Energy from Biomass and Waste. This First International Training Seminar of the IWWG-SARB will 
focus on the production of Energy from biomass and waste as a vehicle to realize Green Economy and 
to promote appropriate waste management solutions for developing countries. 
The event aims to become a platform for African waste practitioners and scientists to position 
themselves prominently in the international arena and an important opportunity to interface with the 
best IWWG scientists in the world.  
 
At the event, the newly formed IWWG-Southern Africa Regional Branch will be launched. IWWG-
SARB, in connection with IWWG (Developing Countries Task Group), IWMSA (Waste Management 
Southern Africa), and the University of kwaZulu-Natal in Durban, South Africa,  aims to promote best 
practice in waste management and build the capacity of Local Authorities in Africa and developing 
countries. IWWG-SARB is expected to serve as a Sub-Regional Secretariat for Southern Africa of the 
International Partnership for Expanding Waste Management Services of Local Authorities (IPLA) 
which is coordinated by the United Nations Centre for Regional Development (UNCRD).  
 
The Regional Branch of IWWG is a new strategy of IWWG to better organize the IWWG activities, 
foster contacts and participation, better consider local needs in a significantly large area (Asia, Africa, 
South and North America, etc.). This International Training Seminar is the first one in the African 
region to initiate the IWWG strategy. 
 
The seminar will bring to Durban top IWWG experts in waste management, waste to energy, biomass 
to energy and emissions control measures as guest speakers and will cover the following topics: 
 
TOPICS 

- Appropriate Waste-to-Energy Technologies for Africa 
- Biomass/Biogas-to-Energy Projects  
- Green Economy and carbon financing 
- Decentralised Anaerobic Digestion plants 
- Urban Mining  
- Carbon emissions quantification, control and reduction 
- Address IPLA objectives (e.g. zero waste policies and programmes)  
- Leachate and digestate treatment 
- Policy for integration of WtoE systems in urban/peri-urban developments 

 

Announcement of IWWG-ARB  
– 1st Symposium of IWWG Asian Regional Branch 
 

The 1st Symposium of IWWG Asian Regional Branch 
(IWWG-ARB) will be held in Sapporo, Japan, from 18th to 20th of March, 2013 (half day on the 
last day). The Regional Branch of IWWG is a new strategy of IWWG to better organize the IWWG 
activities, favour contacts and participation, better consider local needs in a significantly large area 
(Asia, Africa, South and North America, etc.). This conference is the first one in the Asian region to 
initiate the IWWG strategy. 

 
Based on the IWWG Regional Branch Establishment Procedure, a Founding committee was 

formed by Pin-Jing He (Tongji University, China), Jae Young Kim (Seoul National University, 
Republic of Korea), and Toshihiko Matsuto (Hokkaido University, Japan), who are the members of 
Managing Board and/or Scientific Advisory Board of IWWG. Starting from the three countries, 
ARB activity will extend to other Asian countries. 

 
IWWG has several events: Sardinia, Venice,  BOKU, and so forth. Unfortunately, most of the 

conferences are held in EU countries, so geological handicap – high travel fee– is a problem for 
Asian researchers to attend those conferences due to a financial reason. Even in Asia, although there 
are a lot of international activities, they are limited with two to several countries in the most cases, 
consequently waste management in other Asian countries is less known. The conference objectives 
of IWWG-ARB are, therefore, as follows: 

Form a network in Asian Researchers of Solid Waste Management 
  to exchange information and knowledge 
  to find difference and similarity by the regions 
  to develop ideas and strategies 

 
Symposium Themes  

Based on the background and policy, the Symposium will cover all aspects of waste 
management like Sardinia symposium. It will include the following topics:  

 
 Waste management strategies, policy, and legislation 
 Public participation and education 
 Waste management assessment and decision tools 
 Waste characterization 
 Waste minimization, recycling, and collection 
 Biological treatment 
 Thermal treatment and energy recovery 
 Landfilling and leachate treatment 
 Mechanical biological treatment prior to landfilling   
 Disaster waste management 
 Regional aspects of waste management  
 Case studies  
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INTERNATIONAL GUEST SPEAKERS 
Prof. Rainer Stegmann 
President of IWWG, Emeritus Professor of Waste Management at the Centre for Waste Resources 
Management, Technical University of Hamburg-Harburg, Germany. 
 
Prof. Raffaello Cossu 
Editor in chief of Waste Management Journal, Chair of Waste Management and Environmental 
Engineering at the University of Padua, Italy. 
 
Dr Frederic Coulon 
Lecturer in Bioremediation and Resources Management, Director of the Waste and Resources 
Management Postgraduate Programme, Cranfield University, UK. 
 
Mr Howard Robinson 
Technical Director, SKM Enviros, UK 
 
REGISTRATION FEES STRUCTURE 
The fees below include notes, CD with presentations, coffee breaks and lunches, meet and greet 
cocktail party on 24 April 2013. 
 
Participant:       R4000 
IWWG members and groups (min 5):   R3000 
Students*:       R2000  (*Proof of registration must be provided) 
 
LOCATION AND REGISTRATIONS 
 
The seminar will be held at the University of kwaZulu-Natal, Durban, South Africa, in the newly 
built School of Engineering building in the Howard College Campus. The HC campus is located in a 
beautiful residential area of the city at only 5 minutes from the Durban beachfront and amenities. On 
the third day, a technical visit to the first Landfill Gas-to-Energy CDM Project in Africa (10MW) will 
be organised, courtesy of Durban Solid Waste. 
 
IWWG-SARB Secretariat 
For registrations, please contact Ms Cristina van der Westhuyzen at cristinawest@telkomsa.net 
For general enquiries and information, please contact Prof. Cristina Trois at Troisc@ukzn.ac.za 
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