
INSPIRING GREATNESS

The School of Law in partnership with the Corporate Relations Division of 
the University of KwaZulu-Natal, cordially invites you to its inaugural 

Customary Law Seminar

THEME
The Constitutional Legitimacy of the Application of 

Customary Law and Common Law in Judicial Reasoning
Regenerating the debates about the role, challenges and the future of 

customary law in South Africa’s new constitutional dispensation.

DATE
Friday, 22 April 2016

TIME
08h00-16h00

VENUE
School of Law, Howard College Campus, UKZN

SPEAKERS 
• Professor Pierre De Vos (UCT)  • Professor Chuma Himonga (UCT) 

• Dr Nokuzola Mndende (Icamagu Institute) 
• Advocate Lesala Mofokeng (UKZN) • Dr Dial Dayana Ndima (UNISA) 

• Advocate Tembeka Ngcukaitobi • Professor Sihawukele Ngubane (UKZN) 
• Professor Thandabantu Nhlapo (UCT)

RSVP 
Click here to con�rm attendance 

by no later than  Monday, 11 April 2016 

The University of KwaZulu-Natal’s School of Law in conjunction 
with the  Corporate Relations Division will be hosting a seminar 
to discuss and debate the role, challenges and the future of 
customary law in South Africa’s new constitutional 
dispensation. The seminar is triggered by the recent conviction 
and sentencing of King Buyelekhaya Dalindyebo of the 
AbaThembu Traditional Authority by the Supreme Court of 
Appeal on various crimes. This case has raised debates 
surrounding the application of customary law in practice and 
includes the following issues:

• The systematic discrimination against the majority of   
 citizens who subscribe to the system of customary law;

• Legal practitioners who are not accustomed to the values  
 and principles of customary law resulting in poor    
 representation;

• The failure of institutions of higher learning to infuse these  
 principles into their curricula; and

• The limitations of the Constitution on the application of   
 customary law.

Against this backdrop, we cordially invite you to participate in 
this dialogue to examine the impact of the non-application of 
customary law in the development of its own values and 
principles in judicial reasoning within its context.

http://goo.gl/forms/2Hzhhkw6QW

