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About the presentation: 
 
Responding to climate change, sustaining supplies of energy and water while conserving our 
biodiversity are among the greatest challenges facing our society. The environment is 
inextricably linked such that measures to address one of these problems often have perverse 
impacts on other sectors. Dr Jamie Pittock of The Australian National University and United 
States Studies Centre is examining how governments and businesses can take better 
climate, energy and water policy decisions based on research in nine countries, including 
Australia and South Africa. He argues that trade-offs are often inevitable but that they should 
be made transparently and based on the best available information, then managed iteratively 
to enable early identification of unexpected impacts and adaptive management. Focusing on 
climate, energy and water, he and his colleagues have proposed tools for categorizing 
conflicts from deployment of new technologies associated with climate change policies. 
Drawing on examples from the United States and Australia, he argues that the benefits for 
society can be maximized and environmental impacts minimized through institutions that 
favour: collation of key knowledge, deployment of better technology, more integrated natural 
resource markets and governance. Jamie’s research has looking in particular at the challenge 
of better governance and he proposes that better systems involve: leadership, broad legal 
mandates, mechanisms for integrating policy horizontally and vertically, as well as 
independent accountability mechanisms. “There are isolated examples of good integration of 
environmental governance in but basically we’ve failed to institute coherent systems thus far,” 
Jamie Pittock explains. “As climate change speeds up the rate of change of policies and 
deployment of new technologies we need better environmental governance urgently,” he 
concludes. 
 

About the speaker: 

 
Dr Jamie Pittock has worked for various non-government environmental organizations in 
Australia promoting nature conservation.  He was Director of WWF’s Global Freshwater 
programme, promoting establishment and management of freshwater protected areas, 
sustainable river basin management and sustainable use of water by agriculture and industry 
globally.  After completing a PhD on integrating management of freshwater ecosystems and 
climate change he took up the positions of Program Leader on Climate, Energy and Water – 
Australia and United States, for the US Studies Centre and ANU Water Initiative and also as 
Director of International Programs for the UNESCO Chair in Water Economics and 
Transboundary Water Governance at the Crawford School of Economics and Government at 
the Australian National University.  His research considers how our societies can better 
manage increasingly scarce water resources to benefit both people and nature.   
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