
 
Professor Robert Phillipson (born 16 March 1942 in 
England) is Professor emeritus, having been Research 
Professor at Copenhagen Business School’s Department 
of English. He is perhaps best known for writing Linguistic 
Imperialism and English-Only Europe? Challenging 
Language Policy.

An undergraduate student at Cambridge, he received his 
PhD from the University of Amsterdam and his interests 
include language pedagogy, language policy, and 
linguistic human rights.

On 21 February 2010, Phillipson was awarded the Linguapax Prize along with 
Miquel Siguan i Soler. The Linguapax Institute described them as ‘renowned 
advocates of multilingual education as a factor of peace and of linguistic rights 
against cultural and linguistic homogenisation processes on the occasion of the 
International Mother Language Day (celebrated since 2000, February 21 all over 
the world).

Phillipson is known internationally for denouncing linguistic imperialism, and 
as a specialist of relations between language and power and the dynamics of 
linguistic domination / subordination.

Dr Tove Skutnabb-Kangas, Emerita, guest researcher at 
the Department of Languages and Culture, University of 
Roskilde, Denmark and visiting professor at Åbo Akademi 
University, Department of Education, Finland, had a 
bilingual upbringing in Finnish and Swedish in Finland. 
She has been actively involved with minorities’ struggle 
for language rights for over five decades.

Her main research interests are in linguistic human rights, 
linguistic genocide, linguicism (linguistically argued 
racism), bilingualism and multilingual education, linguistic 

imperialism and the subtractive spread of English, support for endangered 
languages, and the relationship between linguistic and cultural diversity and 
biodiversity. She is the recipient of the Linguapax Award and the Carl Axel 
Gottlund Award in 2003.

The Vice-Chancellor
Professor Malegapuru W. Makgoba

cordially invites you to a seminar by

 ASSAf Distinguished Visiting Scholars
Professor Tove Skutnabb-Kangas and Professor Robert Phillipson

Theme for Seminar: 
Linguistic and Cultural Genocide and Crimes against 

Humanity in Education

Linguistic and cultural genocide and crimes against humanity in education: today’s 
most common ways of educating Indigenous/tribal/minority/minoritized (ITM) 
children (in assimilationist subtractive submersion programmes through the 
medium of dominant languages), are maintained, despite scientific evidence of 
the harm done (and of viable alternatives). Submersion education can be seen as 
genocide according to the definitions in the UN Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. Linguistically, psychologically, sociologically, 
educationally, economically it can also be seen as a crime against humanity but 
not yet legally (why?).

Date
Friday, 12 October 2012

Time
14:00 – 16:30

Venue
Unite Lecture Theatre, New UNITE building, Howard College Campus

RSVP: Pamela Adams
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