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Boost for food security
T

The study will commence in October this year and will have five core
team members that will meet on a
regular basis in Washington at the
FANTA headquarters to discuss new
developments and key strategies.

he African Centre for
Food Security (AFCS)
has been awarded a
$3.5 million (R26.2
million) sub-contract
by USAID, through the Food and
Nutrition Technical Assistance
(FANTA), to conduct food security
analysis over a five year period.

Professor Hendriks added: “As we
develop and come up with new
solutions, we will consult internationally and nationally and
because we are also working with
NEPAD, the recommendations are
likely to be implemented as soon
as the study is over.”

Professor Sheryl Hendriks, the
Head of School and the Interim
Director of the AFCS, said the
study will look at type two humanitarian assistance and the United
States response to food emergency
that takes into account the human
factor.
She said: “The research we will
conduct will try to understand the
vulnerability around food and
security. The research will be
conducted in Malawi, Tanzania and
South Africa. We will try to find a
simple way for governments to

The grant will support research into food security.

identify who needs assistance and
deliver that assistance.”
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The study will also look at how
households cope and respond dur-

ing food crises and how they survive under normal circumstances.

“We are most excited at the opportunity to expand our work and
the grant has given us that opportunity. With this study we will try
and address the inequalities that
exist and assist households in
providing for themselves and
increase their resilience.”
- Xoliswa Zulu

Commonwealth Award for UKZN Annual R
eport
Report
UKZN has won the 2007-2008 Association of Commonwealth Universities (ACU) PR, Marketing and
Communications Award for the best Annual Report.
The second conference of the ACU PR, Marketing and Communications Network was held in Durban and
was attended by 109 delegates from 26 countries including Australia, Kenya, Nigeria, the United Kingdom,
Canada, South Africa and India. The conference was opened by Vice-Chancellor Professor Malegapuru
Makgoba. Pro-Vice-Chancellor: Corporate Relations Professor Dasarath Chetty delivered an address on
“Motivating Staff: ensuring commitment in a changing environment”.
The ACU launched its PR, Marketing and Communications Awards in 2005 to share, encourage and reward
good practice amongst higher education institutions.
In the Annual Report Category, the judges were looking for visual appeal, clarity of structures and
presentation and effective use of colour, graphics and photographs.

Picture: Exhibition Photos

In their commentary, the ACU judges stated that the UKZN Annual Report succeeded as both a promotional
tool and a document that highlights the progress of the University in meeting its own targets. In a letter to
the University, the judges said: “A very strong submission. The imagery was outstanding and it was possible
to gain an understanding about the institution and its goals from first glance. The sections on promoting
unity and equity were particularly enjoyable. A well constructed statement, with strong presentation of
information about the institution and identification of audience goals.”

Professor Dasarath Chetty accepts the Award from Dr John Kirkland,
Deputy Secretary General (Development) of the ACU.

- Xoliswa Zulu
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Professor Chetty who edits the Annual Report said: “It was an honour for UKZN to be chosen as best in
the Annual Report Category. We were also runners up in the Newsletter Category for ukzndaba. In
overcoming international competition and given the numerous awards we have won against South African
competition, this confirms that we are the Premier South African University in the areas of Public
Relations, Marketing and Communications.”

6

UKZN achievers

Howard College

12

Students reach out to prison youth

Medical School

Pietermaritzburg

16

Sport corner

Westville

UKZN French DVD on world market

M

embers of UKZN’s
French Programme in
the School of Language, Literature & Linguistics, have
created an interactive DVD which
will soon be in use in every
Department of French in the
world!

to identity such as: Is there one
single African culture? One single
African identity? What is it to be
African? What is it to be an African
artist?
The main objective of the activities
in the teaching manual, which
forms part of the DVD, is intercultural competence. Through this
teaching tool, French – as a
language of Africa – contributes to
the cultural dialogue between
African cultures and spaces. It also
contributes to questioning stereotypes about Africa.

Ten thousand copies of the teaching
tool Africa Remix: une visite
multimedia have been burned and
– with the help of the French
Ministère des Affaires Etrangères
et Européennes – will be distributed worldwide.
Dr Francesca Balladon and Ms
Ninon Larché are the two French
Programme members responsible
for the project worth 95 500 Euros
(R1.3 million).
The material, which forms the basis
of this resource to teach French as
a foreign language, is from the

exhibition, Africa Remix: Contemporary Art of a Continent,
hosted by the Johannesburg Art
Gallery last year after a three-year
world tour.
Curated by Simon Njami, it
features 85 African artists and aims
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Cuba Africa
Solidarity Day

From left: Mr Sunny Singh, Cuba Africa Solidarity Committee; Mr Billy
Nair ANC Stalwart, Professor Dasarath Chetty, Pro-Vice-Chancellor:
Corporate Relations and Professor Dennis Brutus, Centre for Civil Society.

COMMEMORATING the heroes
of the battle of Cuito Cuanavale, a
historical battle fought 20 years ago
in south-eastern Angola, members
of the Cuba Africa Solidarity
Committee, together with ANC
Stalwart Dr Phyllis Naidoo, paid
tribute to fallen comrades in a
thought provoking symposium
dedicated to this turning point in
the liberation of Africa. The public
lecture at the Senate Chamber on
the Westville campus on 26 July
was hosted by UKZN to mark the
anniversary of the opening battle
and forms part of the University’s
contribution to the National Legacy
Project (an initiative aimed at
honouring SA’s struggle heroes and
providing a platform for discussion).
Following a presentation of an
informative documentary on DVD,
depicting the politics of the time,
Dr Naidoo explained how the
combatants of this war played their
role in helping the people of South
Africa gain their political freedom.
Cuito Cuanavale is a town in
Southern Angola where the
combined forces of Cuba, Angola
and Namibia defeated the South
African Defence Force. This event
led to the signing of an accord in
December 1988 in which South
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DVD of Africa Remix: Une Visite Multimedia.

Africa agreed to withdraw from
Namibia, paving the way for peace
and liberty in the region.
Dr Naidoo commended the Cubans
for selflessly fighting a battle that
was not really their’s to fight, and
joining the fight against colonialism.
Others who shared the platform
included Mr Zet Luzipo, secretary
of COSATU, councilor James
Nxumalo, chair of the SACP and
members of the Cuba Africa Solidarity Committee, Mr Krish
Govender, Mr Roy Chetty and Mr
Sunny Singh.
Professor Dasarath Chetty, Pro-ViceChancellor Corporate Relations in
welcoming guests and contextualising the proceedings, said that
it was important that UKZN continued to offer communities a space
and platform to discuss highly
contested versions of the same
historical event. “Reporting in the
apartheid media presented a completely skewed picture of what
transpired at Cuito Cuanavale. An
event of this nature provides us
with the opportunity to re-evaluate,
reinterpret and rewrite history in its
correct perspective,” he said.
- Sejal Desai

to allow for a better knowledge and
deeper understanding of the cultural and artistic reality of the
continent.
The artworks, along with the
interviews with French-speaking
artists, deal with questions relating

The project was produced in partnership with the French Ministère
des Affaires Etrangères et
Européennes, the Johannesburg Art
Gallery, the curator of the
exhibition Mr Simon Njami,
TV5Monde, the Organisation
internationale de la Francophonie,
the French Institute in Southern

Editorial

Africa and the Centre d’approches
vivantes des langues et des médias
(CAVILAM).
Conceived by South African
French teachers and researchers,
based on art by Africans, Africa
Remix : une visite multimedia aims
to develop linguistic competence in
French while stimulating critical
reflection on questions of identity,
belonging, history and aesthetics
from within the context of the
African continent.
Dr Balladon and Ms Larché attended the world conference of the
Fédération Internationale des
professeurs de français in Quebec
in July when the DVD, proudly
featuring the UKZN logo, was
launched.

- Normah Zondo

Send your news to news@ukzn.ac.za

Living African Scholarship
AN incredible amount of work in line
with the development agenda of both our University
and society is being done within UKZN. The headline article
in this issue dealing with African food security, on a project aiming to
assess who needs what and where and how to cope, is directly aligned with
an important UKZN research thrust. Substantial funding from USAID for this
project highlights the confidence that significant agencies have in our Institution and
academics like Professor Sheryl Hendricks who leads the initiative. In a similar vein the
Howard Hughes Medical Institute plans to build a multi-million rand Research Institute with
UKZN. Based on the Medical School campus the Institute will undertake research on the diagnosis,
pathogenesis, prevention and treatment of HIV and TB. Led by Professor Salim Abdool-Karim this
new venture is directly in line with our health security research thrust.
We have also hosted significant events such as the ACU’s biennial PR Conference, commemorated Youth
Day on 16 June in partnership with the MJ Naidoo Foundation for Social Justice, celebrated the heroic
battle of Cuito Cuanavale and its significance for the liberation of Southern Africa with the Cuba-South
Africa Solidarity Committee and hosted a symposium of the Commonwealth Legal Association with
distinguished participants from India and South Africa. Such initiatives reflect a realisation of our commitment
to partnerships and academic excellence that impacts directly on the quality of people’s lives.
In addition, our staff and students are excelling. Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE), students in the French
Language Programme, our representatives in the National Universities Debating Championships and in
the SA Statistics Association national honours project competition have all excelled. Hayley Leck and
Kelly Dyer received the Emma Smith Scholarships, Sandika Baboolal received the Abe Bailey
Scholarship and four students and one staff member were chosen to represent South Africa at the
Olympic Games in Beijing. Professors Jeff Guy, Patricia Berjak, and Delia North also scooped
prestigious awards. And to confirm that we are a contextually located institution, living
African scholarship, Professor Anil Madaree led a team of 50 volunteers to Madagascar
where 211 reconstructive operations were performed on children with cleft lips,
cleft palates and other facial deformities. Such commitment and brilliance,
evident at UKZN, can only be applauded.

Professor Dasarath Chetty
Pro-Vice-Chancellor: Corporate Relations
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CEAD scoops award
A

Centre for Environment,
Agriculture and Development (CEAD)’s outreach
initiative, “Empowering Rural
Women in Business: The Inina
Experience”, is to receive one of
the prestigious Global Best Awards
for the Africa region in the category
“Enabling Economic Development
through Enterprise and Livelihoods.”

Founded in Eshowe in 2005, Inina
is the result of an evolving and
expanding partnership between
several organisations: CEAD, the
Zulu Agricultural Central Credit
Union
and
Co-operative
(ZACCUC), the Inina Craft Agency
(Inina) and the KwaZulu-Natal
Department of Economic Development (KZN DED). Canadian
partners include the Masai Centre
for Local, Regional and Global
Health and the University of
Guelph (UoG). Funding partners
include the European Union, the
Ford Foundation and the Carl and
Emily Fuchs Foundation.

The Global Best Awards, conferred
by the International Partnership for
Development in co-operation with
the Conference Board of Canada,
celebrates “outstanding and effective business, education and community organisation partnerships
that have a significant impact on
the communities in which they
operate”.
The Inina Craft Agency with some of their products.

The Awards will be presented at an
international conference in
Helsinki in September.

The Inina Craft Agency is a profitable business that links the established first economy to the rural

second economy. Its purpose is to
market products on behalf of a range
of producer groups to assist these
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enterprises in responding to market
demand. It represents 147 individual
producers, all of whom are women.

Inina project leader, Mr Duncan
Hay said, “Inina is viewed by local,
provincial and national government
as a highly successful example of
rural enterprise development and as
a model suitable for replication”.
- Vicky Crookes

Health Sciences Sharing expertise with
Drake University
Reunion

In its teaching, learning and research activities, the Faculty has
made a conscious decision to
provide services to under-serviced
communities in peri-urban and
rural areas. This requires an investment in resources. The Endowment
Fund will be a reserve of funds
specifically used for research,
training and community outreach.
The Guest of Honour at the
Reunion, KwaZulu-Natal’s MEC
for Finance and Economic
Development, Dr Zweli Mkhize
who is also an alumnus said, “Due
to the decrease in funds for health
care research, it is important for
Higher Education Institutions to

produce third stream funds to
ensure that the research continues.
Organisations need to support
research initiatives especially in
KwaZulu-Natal to find solutions to
the region’s epidemics.
“South Africa 14 years down the
line is not coping with its own
demands due to the rapid braindrain. Hence, the Faculty of Health
Sciences’ focus on training in a
variety of skills to escape the cycle
of poverty by collaborating with the
corporate sector must be commended,” he added.
Many Pharmaceutical companies
supported the Endowment Fund,
including Pfizer-South Africa, The
Willowton Group, CiplaMed Pro,
Boehringer Ingelheim, Al Baraka
Bank, GlaxoSmithKline, Pharmed,
Clicks Professional Services,
Novartis, Fresenius Kabi and The
Sparkport Group.
- MaryAnn Francis

UKZN academics shared their
expertise with a delegation from
Drake University Iowa, US. They
helped devise a course for Drake
undergraduate students which will
make students more aware of the
social issues which accompany
prevailing health problems within
communities.
The Drake University contingent
including Professor Debra Delaet
(Political Science), Professor
Jennifer McCrikerd (Philosophy),
Professor John Rovers (Pharmacy)
and Professor Rahul Parsa (Statistics) met with Dr Fatima
Suleman, a Senior Lecturer within
the Division of Pharmacy Practice
and several other UKZN academics
to formulate a course around the
theme Global Health Policy and
Ethics in the Developing World.
Drake University students will be
introduced to the 14-day module
from July next year. This initiative
is part of a Memorandum of Understanding signed between the two
universities in March last year.
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Professor Rovers, a Professor of
Pharmacy Practice at Drake University said: “This is a multidisciplinary course for undergraduate
students to get a broader view of
health care other than what’s
available in their own country.”
Professor McCrickerd added that
exposure to the hospital service
environment in South Africa would
instil an interest in their students
to deal with poverty and other
social issues.
Dr Zweli Mkhize (MEC: Finance and Economic development), Professor
Sabiha Essack (Dean: Faculty of Health Sciences), Mr Akbar Moosa
(Director: The Willowton Group) and Mr André Young (President: UKZN
Convocation).

“There is amazing innovation
taking place at UKZN and we hope
this will spark our students’ interest

Picture: Neesha Maharaj

THE Faculty of Health Sciences
hosted its first alumni Reunion for
graduates of 1970-2000, on 27
June. The purpose was to create a
social platform for alumni and to
launch the Faculty’s Endowment
Fund.

Dr Fatima Suleman (second from left) with visiting academics (from left)
Professors John Rovers, Mary Hansen, Jennifer McCrickerd and Debra
DeLaet.

in addressing poverty and other
social issues. We hope this will
inspire them to be better global
citizens and better citizens in their
communities,” said Professor
McCrickerd.
During their ten-day stay in
KwaZulu-Natal the visiting academics experienced Zulu culture
while meeting Zulu King Goodwill
Zwelethini in Nongoma Village at
his birthday celebrations.
Accompanying the Drake University team was Professor Mary
Hansen from the Des Moines
University Medical School
(DMUMS) in Iowa who hoped to
forge future learning and teaching
initiatives between UKZN and her
university.
“We are beginning our global
health work and our students have
asked to study here in South Africa.

Through this visit I hope to find opportunities for our students to learn
about another culture (through
exchange programmes),” said
Professor Hansen.
Pharmacy students from Drake
University already participate in an
exchange programme in which they
are rotated through a hospital and
research setting within KwaZuluNatal. This is facilitated by Dr
Suleman. In return, Professor
Rovers and Professor Parsa are
assisting with the development and
delivery of online courses that are
part of a Masters programme
developed by Dr Suleman, who is
awaiting accreditation. “I hope that
other Faculties within take advantage of this Memorandum of Understanding, both for staff and for
students”.

- Neesha Maharaj
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A

plan to build a major
multi-million rand stateof-the-art medical research
institute funded by the Howard
Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI)
in the United States in partnership
with the University is underway.
This new medical research institute
will undertake research on the
diagnosis, pathogenesis, prevention and treatment of HIV and TB.
In line with the University’s vision
of being the Premier University of
African Scholarship, the HHMI
TB-HIV Centre will be utilised to
provide much needed training of
bright young scientists on the
African continent to conduct research into TB and HIV.
A dinner was recently hosted by the
Vice-Chancellor and Principal,
Professor Malegapuru Makgoba, at
the Killie Campbell Museum in
honour of Dr Peter J Bruns, VicePresident of Grants and Special
Programmes and Dr Jill Conley,
Programme Director of International and Pre-College Science
Education of HHMI.
The dinner included senior researchers and academics from
Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Harvard University and
University of Pittsburg. At the
dinner, Dr Bruns spoke highly of
the partnership with UKZN and

Professor Salim Abdool Karim; Dr Peter J Bruns, Vice-President of Grants
and Special Programmes at the Howard Hughes Medical Institute; and
UKZN Vice-Chancellor Professor Malegapuru Makgoba at the Killie
Campbell Museum.
Picture: Supplied

conveyed HHMI’s strong commitment to the project.
Professor Salim Abdool Karim,
who is at the helm of the project,
said: “It is an exciting new opportunity. UKZN and HHMI have
joined hands to conduct groundbreaking research on the problem
of TB in the context of HIV. The
visit by HHMI was to apprise
themselves of the plans and activities of the University in relation to
the joint establishment of a new
Tuberculosis and HIV Research
Centre.”
The group visited the Nelson R
Mandela School of Medicine, the
UKZN Research Office, the
Church of Scotland Hospital in
Tugela Ferry, which is at the heart

of the XDR-TB outbreak, the Doris
Duke Medical Research Institute
and TB clinics in and around
Durban to get an impression of the
research taking place at the University and various programmes implemented to monitor TB.
Professor Makgoba paid tribute to
Professor Bruce Walker, from the
HIV Pathogenesis Programme
(HPP) – a key research group in the
Doris Duke Medical Research
Institute, who has played a significant role in advancing UKZN’s
strategic research endeavour in
areas of HIV and TB.

Dean of Engineering, Professor
Nelson Ijumba said: “We would
like to thank Telkom for this
partnership. You are touching
tomorrow in a big way. Thank you
for the confidence you have shown
in us. This kind of sponsorship will
help us expand UNITE and will
give opportunities to many stu-
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This bursary agreement will facilitate access to 10 deserving learners
a year over a three year period to
the UNITE Programme. These
learners must have high academic
potential and come from disadvantaged educational and socio-

economic backgrounds. This is in
line with UKZN’s Access Policy as
well as Telkom’s technological
skills redress objectives.

Proud UNITE Head, Mr Noel Powell (fourth from left), with students who
have benefitted from the Bursary Fund. From left are Mr Nhlakanipho
Mnguni, Mr Bhekithemba Maphalala, Mr Levy Green, Deputy Head of
UNITE, Mr Rudi Kimmie and Miss Philisiwe Nhlumayo.
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THE Faculty of Education has
become the first campus in the
country to implement wireless
network technology. This allows
students and staff to access the
Internet during lectures. There are
about 30 ‘hot spots’ throughout the
campus located at lecture halls, in
the library, and the Student Union.
Professor Renuka Vithal, Deputy
Vice-Chancellor, Teaching and
Learning is hopeful that the technology will improve the quality of
teaching and allow students access
to more information. It will also
improve student-lecturer relationships, allowing for more efficient
communication and engagement
for the purposes of research. Staff
are already incorporating wireless
technology in their teaching. All the
Heads of Schools have smart
boards installed in their offices and/
or seminar rooms.
“We don’t have a big budget, our
resources are constrained, but it
does not mean we can’t be
creative”, said Professor Vithal.
Professor Fikile Mazibuko, Deputy
Vice-Chancellor and Head of the
College of Humanities paid tribute
to the innovation, collaboration and
teamwork of the leadership and
staff of the Faculty and ICT.

Professor Renuka Vithal.

Mr Ashodh Rajaram.

faced with drastic changes and
demands for advancements. IT can
enhance student engagement by
improving access and making
services more convenient. He
added that his Division has been
working tirelessly to ensure that it
puts together the infrastructure
needed to achieve the goals of the
University.

He said: “UKZN is fully committed
to this project.”

According to Mr Ashodh Rajaram,
Director of ICT the University is

- Xoliswa Zulu

Symposium of judges

“Touching tomorrow
tomorrow”
UKZN’s Intensive Tuition for
Engineers (UNITE) Programme
and Telkom have signed a historic
R1, 4 million bursary partnership
to assist in training the next generation of Electronic Engineers.

Wireless at Edgewood

Pictures: Supplied

New TB-HIV Research
Institute

dents. This is very significant and
we believe that our partnership will
grow.”
Head of UNITE, Mr Noel Powell,
echoed Professor Ijumba’s sentiments and said UNITE is about
unlocking potential. “Our students
are diamonds in the making and we
give them the opportunity to succeed. We teach our students to be
innovative …”
Telkom’s Chief of Human Resources, Ms Charlotte Mokoena
said Telkom is looking for students
who have a passion for Engineering.
“The UNITE Programme, with its
proven track record, will ensure
that Telkom’s funding is appropriately utilised, and that at the end of
the three-year period an additional
30 young South Africans will be
able to enter the field of engineering. Telkom’s aim is to become
Africa’s preferred ICT provider. To
achieve this goal, Telkom needs to
ensure that there are sufficient,
highly trained graduates in the
country to ensure it can grow its
business.”
- Xoliswa Zulu

- Normah Zondo

UKZN’s Faculty of Law and the Commonwealth Legal Association
(Indian and South African Chapters), co-hosted a symposium between
judges from India and South Africa to discuss social justice issues on 31
May and 1 June. The symposium was unique as it hosted the largest
number of Indian judges ever to have visited South Africa for a single
academic event.
The Indian delegation, led by the Chief Justice of India, the Hon Mr
Justice KG Balakrishnan, consisted of five Supreme Court judges, four
Chief Justices of state High Courts, six High Court judges, the SolicitorGeneral of India and a prominent Indian Senior Counsel. The South
African judges were represented by Deputy-Chief Justice Dikgang
Moseneke, Constitutional Court Justice Zac Yacoob, the Judge President
of KwaZulu-Natal Mr Justice Vuka Tshabalala, five High Court judges
from KwaZulu-Natal and one from the Western Cape. The meeting was
also attended by eminent Senior Counsel, and other advocates, attorneys
and academics from KwaZulu-Natal.
The participants spent two days discussing such topics as the role of the
South African Constitutional Court and the Indian Supreme Court in
achieving substantive equality in South Africa and India; the role of the
judiciary in a constitutional democracy dominated by a single political
party; progressively realising socio-economic rights in South Africa and
India; and the role of the judiciary in realising gender equality in South
Africa and India. Issues that raised considerable interest for the South
African participants were the Indian practice of direct access to the Indian
Supreme Court (equivalent to the South African Constitutional Court)
and the use of structural interdicts.
UKZN Dean of Law Professor Mike Cowling described the symposium
as groundbreaking since not only were judges from two different countries
interacting with each other but they were also engaging with academics
from UKZN’s Law Faculty. “The synergies between academics and the
judiciary are a vital component of legal development and the ultimate
attainment of justice and this will be one of the outcomes of the
symposium,” he said.
- Sejal Desai

Toyota-UKZN partnership P r o m o t i n g

adult literacy

T

eaching and learning initiatives at UKZN are set to
benefit once again from
generous sponsorship by Toyota
SA.

A new book produced by New
Readers Publishers (NRP), MaLulu’s
place will support existing efforts
to promote adult literacy.

Representatives from Toyota SA
presented the UKZN Foundation
with a cheque for R1 042 300
during a visit on 17 July. The
money will be channeled into
student bursaries, outreach and
leadership programmes.
Executive Director of the Foundation, Mr Bruno van Dyk, pointed
out the reciprocal relationship
between the University and Toyota
SA. “Our relationship with Toyota
SA over the past years is significant
in that while they have generously
supported us through corporate
social investment and other funding, the company has seen the
benefits of their sponsorship and
partnership,” he said.
Over the years the Leadership
Centre at UKZN has provided a
leadership training service to the
company’s middle management
team. Recruitment drives have
ensured that Toyota SA secured the
services of UKZN’s talented graduates.
Speaking on behalf of Toyota SA,
Senior Manager for Communi-

UKZN staff with representatives of Toyota SA.

cations and Corporate Social
Investment, Ms Kitty Sokela said
their sponsorship to UKZN was
aimed at improving the quality of
teaching and learning within the
areas of mathematics, science and
languages.
“We’ve had a positive and profitable relationship with UKZN over
the years. We are happy to be here
and contribute towards your initiatives,” said Ms Sokela.
Also present were staff members
from the Centre for Career Counselling and Student Employment,
the Student Funding Centre and the
Leadership Centre who expressed

Picture: Neesha Maharaj

their gratitude for Toyota SA’s
contribution to education.
Mr Michael Davids from the Student Funding Centre said corporate
sponsorships of this kind have
assisted UKZN in increasing the
enrolment of “financially needy”
students over the years.
Ms Sheri Seetal from the Centre
for Career Counselling and Student Employment encouraged
more meaningful partnerships
between the Centre and Toyota SA
to prepare students for the workplace.
- Neesha Maharaj

NRP is a project of UKZN’s Centre
for Adult Education. The Centre
was set up in 1991 when very few
books were published in South
Africa for adults learning to read
for the first time (i.e. books with
adult content that were easy to
read). This situation was especially
dire in African languages. The
books that did exist were invariably
cheaply produced and uninspiring
and did not motivate adults to
consolidate newly acquired literacy
skills. This project aims to make a
contribution to an increase in adult
literacy and the promotion of a
reading culture.
NRP now has 92 titles in print and
has books in all South Africa’s
official languages and a variety of
genres. Many of the books are
written and edited in workshops by
first language speakers.
Nationally, the books are used in
Adult Basic Education and Training (ABET) projects – corporate,
government and NGO and in all
levels of the education system for
both first and additional language
learning. They are also housed in

the National Library, the provincial, city libraries and community
libraries.
They form part of the African
Publishers Network (APNET)
African literature collection and
they are on permanent display in
the Centre for the Book showcase
of South African publications in
Cape Town. The books have been
exhibited at many national and
international conferences, including in Swaziland, Uganda and
Ghana at the International Reading
Association affiliated conferences
of the Pan African Reading Association.
Books are also sold in the United
States through an American agent
and are used in the 22 universities
in the United States that teach Zulu,
including Yale and Cornell. The
books are sold in the United Kingdom through a specialist ABE book
distributor, mostly for use in English Second Language classes. In
the last three years, an average of
24 000 books has been distributed
per year.
To find out more about the work of
New Readers Publishers, go to
www.newreaders.org.za or phone
the Project Manager, Sonya Keyser
on 031 – 2602568.

Environmental Law
-making
Law-making
Alumni W
orkshop
Workshop
and Diplomacy
UKZN’s Faculty of Law, in collaboration with the University of
Joensuu, Finland, and the United
Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) ran a high profile twoweek course on international environmental law-making and diplomacy on the Pietermaritzburg
campus.

This was the fifth year in which the
course was run and – as in previous
years – the lectures were given by
experienced hands-on diplomats,
national and international civil
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The Course was designed to transfer past experience in the field of
international environmental law to
the future negotiators of multi-

lateral environmental agreements.
In addition, the Course provided a
forum to foster North-South cooperation and took stock of recent
developments in negotiations as
well as in implementation of multilateral environmental agreements
and diplomatic practices in the area.

Seated from left: Director of the Ministry of the Environment in Finland,
Ms Ann-Britt Ylinen; Professor Toumas Kuokkanen, University of Joensuu;
Senior Advisor, Environmental Law and Conventions at UNEP, Mr Kilaparti
Ramakrishna. Standing from left: Professor John Mubangizi, Deputy ViceChancellor and Head of the College of Law and Management Studies, and
Professor Michael Kidd.

servants and academics. The theme
of the course this year was
“Oceans”. Lecturers from the
Governments of Finland and South
Africa, UNEP, the University of
Joensuu and UKZN gave presentations. The keynote address was
delivered by Judge Albert
Hoffmann of the International
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea.
The Course was targeted at experienced government officials
engaged in international environmental negotiations, and these
made up the majority of the participants. Other participants included representatives of nongovernmental organisations and the
private sector, researchers and
academics in the field of international environmental law from
Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe and
Latin-America.
Participants Ms Trang Tran from
Vietnam and Mr Stevenson
Mkhulise from South Africa both
agreed that the course was relevant,
practical and beneficial and they
will both recommend it to anyone
concerned about environmental
law-making.
- Hazel Langa

CORPORATE Relations Alumni Affairs Unit hosted an Entrepreneurship Workshop for 45 alumni on the Westville campus from
24-25 June.
“The workshops are the result of numerous requests from recent
graduates for assistance in securing vital skills – such as interview
protocol, leadership skills, entrepreneurship and project management – required for their future development” said Mr Finn
Christensen, Alumni Affairs Manager. He added that. “The longterm objective of running such workshops is to build good and
early relationships with graduates that will hopefully develop into
mutually beneficial long-term partnerships between the University
and the graduates.”
The Workshop covered topics such as ‘The entrepreneur &
Management in Small Business Partners’, Writing a Business plan’
and ‘Franchising as a business opportunity’. The sessions were
facilitated by Business Partners Limited, an investment company
for small and medium enterprises.
Mrs Nimo Naidoo, Marketing Manager at Business Partners said,
“We started these workshops when we realised the need to close
the gap between practical and theory. We want to expose students
to the way things work out there and provide them with the skills to
cope.”
Executive Director of Business Partners, Mr Gerrie Van Biljon said
“I’m very excited about the enthusiasm of our younger people, they
are like a new breed, they want to absorb new information like
sponges, and they are keen to learn”.
“The workshop has been informative and I have learnt important
skills, like how to identify possible ventures and use my resources
effectively to get the desired returns,” said Mr Malebanye Lerotholi.
- Thembeka Nyaba

5

UKZN achievers

Lifetime Achievement Award
in 2005; Dr Bob Brain in 2006;
and Dr Mamphela Ramphele
in 2007.

L

eading academic and
scientist, Professor Patricia
Berjak from the School of
Biological and Conservation
Sciences has been awarded the
prestigious National Research
Foundation (NRF), President’s
Lifetime Achievement Award for
2008.
The award was made by Professor
Mzamo Mangaliso at the NRF
President’s Awards Banquet on 25
July. The Lifetime Achievement
Award is awarded to a deserving
South African who has made “outstandingly extraordinary contribution(s) to the development of
science in and for South Africa.”
The contributions must be considered to be of international
standard and impact.
Professors Mzamo Maugaliso and Patricia Berjak.

“It is a remarkable tribute. However, my type of science can never
be a solo effort: one must always
be aware of the step-wise contri-

butions made to the whole picture,
by my research group (comprised
of a changing group of post-grads

over the years), and to my longterm major collaborator, Professor
Norman Pammenter,” said Pro-

Picture: Supplied

fessor Berjak. Previous winners
include Dr Reinhardt Arndt in
2004; Professor Es’kia Mphahlele

The President of the NRF tracked
Professor Berjak down in Poland
to give her the good news. He
caught her en route from a
scientific meeting at the Kostrzyca
Forest Gene Bank in south-west
Poland, to Prague airport on the
first leg of their return trip to South
Africa. Professor Berjak and her
team had been in Poland for the
Triennial Congress of the International Society for Seed Science
(ISSS), where she had the honour
of being installed as the President
of the society. Her postgraduate
students ‘scooped’ the two
honourable mentions for oral
presentations, as well as two for
best posters, at the ISSS meeting.

- Indu Moodley

French students excel Legal academic
The School of Language, Literature
& Linguistics’ French Programme
held a prize giving and end of
semester party to honour a number
of students who have received
some prestigious awards and won
competitions.

“It’s such wonderful opportunity,
things like this don’t come around
too often. I’m really looking
forward to use this as a platform to
improve my French and learn about
a different way of looking at the
world”, said Ms Ramdhani.
Ms Nobuhle Zungu, a third year
Bachelor of Social Science student
majoring in French, English and
Criminology won the Sport and
Tourism category of the
Francophonie competition. She

Picture: Supplied

Ms Karina Ramdhani, a French
Honours student has been awarded
a bursary by the Ministry of French
Foreign Affairs to be an assistant
English teacher in a school in
Fance. Ms Ramdhani, who holds a
BA in French and English as well
as a Diploma in Translation Studies
is one of 10 students nationally who
have been awarded this opportunity. She will be teaching secondary school English in Bourdeaux,
West of France for seven months.

Dr Francesca Balladon, acting
Head of School said the bursary is
offered as part of the bi-lateral
agreement signed between South
Africa and France in 2006 to
promote French in this country.

(l-r) Ms Kamy Govender, Mr Brendon Wocke, Ms Karina Ramdhani, Ms
Nobuhle Zungu and Dr Francesca Balladon.
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will be visiting Paris from 18-24
August. “To win something like this
makes me ever so happy,” said an
excited Ms Zungu who only started
French at the University.
A French/Philosophy honours
student, Mr Brendon Wocke won
a two year Erasmus programme
bursary worth 21 000 Euros a year.
He is one of 26 students internationally who will participate in
this prestigious European Union
programme. He will be studying for
a Masters in Critical Theory at
three different universities in
France, Scotland and Spain.
Erasmus, the EU’s flagship education and training programme for
mobility and co-operation in higher
education brings improved knowledge, better co-operation and
intercultural skills for its participants. Mr Wocke believes this
opportunity will give him lots of
exposure to different styles of
teaching and hopes to become a
better academic and researcher.

to sit on UN
Committee

DR Cephas Lumina of the
Faculty of Law has been elected
as a member of the Coordination Committee of the
United Nations Special Procedures which acts as the interface between the special procedures mandate-holders and
the Human Rights Council.
Dr Lumina was elected to the
five-member Committee by
Dr Cephas Lumina.
fellow UN experts at their 15th
Annual Meeting in Geneva, Switzerland in June. He was also
appointed to the meeting’s team responsible for the drafting of the
Manual of Procedures of the UN Special Procedures.
Earlier this year, Dr Lumina was appointed by the UN Human
Rights Council as its Independent Expert on the effects of foreign
debt and other related international financial obligations of states
on the full enjoyment of all human rights, particularly economic,
social and cultural rights.

Ms Kamy Govender, French
Honours law student, and Mr
Wocke, were also invited to attend
the AFSSA (Association for French
studies in Southern Africa) conference in Gaborone, Botswana in
July.

“Special procedures” is the general name given to the mechanisms
established by the former UN Commission on Human Rights and
assumed by the Human Rights Council to address either specific
country situations or thematic human rights issues in all parts of
the world. There are currently 29 thematic and 10 country
mandates responsible for examining, monitoring, advising and
publicly reporting on human rights situations in specific countries
or territories, known as country mandates, or on major phenomena
of human rights violations worldwide, known as thematic
mandates.

- Normah Zondo

Article and Picture: Supplied
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Going for Gold
F

our UKZN students and a
University staff member will
represent South Africa at the
Olympic Games in Beijing in
August.
Miss
Kerry-Lee
Harrington and Ms Chantel Botts
will compete as members of the
South African Badminton Team,
and Mr Tommy Hammond, Mr
Darryn Gallagher and Mr Geoff
Abbott will be part of the 16
member South African Men’s
Hockey squad that will be competing against 11 other international
teams. Mr Shanyl Balwanth, a
BCom student, was chosen for the
squad as a non-travelling reserve.

Science Student at the Westville
campus and has won numerous
sport awards including Sports
Woman of the Year, Westville
2005, 2006 & 2007. She is seeded
No. 1 for ladies singles in South
Africa. “I’m looking forward to the
exposure that participating at the
Olympics will give me and the
doors it will open for my career”
she said, “but more than anything,
I am looking forward to watching
the world’s best players and learning a few new tricks.”
Miss Harrington expressed her
gratitude for the support her parents
have given her over the years.
Ms Botts who works as a team
leader within the Creditors Section

Miss Kerry-Lee Harrington.

Ms Chantel Botts.

Mr Hammond, a Post Graduate
Diploma in Finance Banking and
Investment Management student,
received the Men’s Player of the
Year award last year and was the
2007 UKZN Pietermartizburg
Campus Sportsman of the Year.
He said the selection process was
a “lengthy one” and when the team
was revealed he was relieved.
Mr Hammond, who started playing
Hockey at the age of 11, said he
hopes that the team will make it to
the top eight in Beijing.
Bachelor of Social Science graduate, Mr Gallagher, said he was
looking forward to the experience.
He has been a member of the South

African squad since 1999. He is
currently a player and coach for
UKZN’s Pietermartizburg campus
men’s hockey team.
“I hope that we can break into the
top six or eight at the Games. We
have been training very hard, twice
a day, everyday, so it will be quite
an achievement if we make it that
far,” he said.
Bachelor of Commerce graduate,
Mr Abbott echoed Mr Gallagher’s
sentiments, adding that the Olympic Games is an experience he is
looking forward to and will always
remember.
- Neesha Maharaj, Thembeka
Nyaba and Xoliswa Zulu

Pictures: Supplied

Picture: Thembeka Nyaba

“Overwhelmed and in shock!” was
Miss Harrington’s reaction to the
news. She is a final year Sports

in the Finance Division, describes
her accomplishment as “a dream
come true.” Her interest in badminton grew after she was introduced
to the sport in primary school at the
age of 11. After earning her South
African Colours in 2000, a number
of international sporting opportunities came her way. She participated in the Africa Senior Championships (2000) where she won a
Silver medal in the Ladies Singles
category. International wins for Ms
Botts in the Ladies Doubles category include: the African Senior
Championship in Morocco (2003),
the All Africa Games in Abuja,
Nigeria (2003), the All Africa
Games in Algeria (2007), the
Mauritius International (2008) and
the Kenya International (2008).

(l-r) Mr Tommy Hammond, Mr Geoff Abbott, and Mr Darryn Gallagher.

Emma Smith Scholarship
UKZN students Miss Hayley Leck
and Miss Kelly Dyer have received
Emma Smith Scholarships to study
at leading British universities.

A University selection committee
awards the Emma Smith Scholarship annually to female post-

Pictures: Supplied

Miss Leck is set to pursue a PhD
in Geography at the Royal
Holloway University of London in
September while Miss Dyer will

study towards her MPhil +3
(Masters degree and PhD in
research by dissertation in Psychology) at the University of Bath over
the next two years.

graduate students who excel academically. The scholarship covers
the full costs to study at universities
in the United Kingdom.
Miss Leck whose research will
focus on the Impacts of Global
Environmental Change (GEC) on
the City of Durban and its Urban
Population said: “This is one of the
most prestigious scholarships and
I’m honoured to be a recipient.
Learning from lecturers at a university with one of the best
Geography Departments in the
world will be an enriching experience and expand my knowledge base.”
Attributing her academic success to
the support of family, lecturers and
a passion for her area of research,
Miss Leck said she intended to

Miss Kelly Dyer.

embrace a career as an academic
after obtaining her PhD in England.
She plans to return to South Africa
with the knowledge and skills to
make a significant contribution
towards Development Geography.
She obtained her Bachelor of
Social Science degree in Environmental Studies (2006) cum
laude and her Bachelor of Social
Science Honours degree summa
cum laude.
Miss Dyer obtained a Bachelor of
Arts degree in English and
Psychology and an Honours degree
in Psychology cum laude. She
views the opportunity abroad “as a
stepping stone” to furthering her
career in the field of psychology.
Her goal is to qualify as an art
therapist.

The quantitative research programmes in the area of Psychology
offered by University of Bath
motivated her to apply for the
scholarship.
“It is important to choose courses
you are passionate about. This
resulted in my academic success.
It was also hard work, perseverance and the support of
lecturers and students. Whilst
abroad, I look forward to interacting with international students
and critical research groups. I plan
to enjoy my experience as a
student abroad and lap up the
cultural experience of a true
English academic institution,” said
Miss Dyer.

- Neesha Maharaj

Miss Hayley Leck.

7

UKZN achievers

Harry Oppenheimer Fellowship Award

F

again be caught with problems and
troubles which apparently we
didn’t identify and analyse.”

ormer Professor of History
at the Howard College
campus and Research Fellow at the Campbell Collections in
Durban, Professor Jeff Guy, is the
recipient of the prestigious Harry
Oppenheimer Fellowship Award
for 2007.

He said what he appreciated most
about the Oppenheimer Trust was
that in addition to the Trust’s
material contribution to his
research, he was given complete
freedom to carry out his work.

The award ceremony – hosted by
Mrs Mary Slack, daughter of the
late Harry Oppenheimer – was held
at the Brenthurst Estate, Johannesburg. Professor Fikile Mazibuko,
Deputy Vice-Chancellor and Head
of the College of Humanities, and
Professor Johan Jacobs, Acting
Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Research,
Knowledge Production and Partnerships, were in attendance.
The fellowship was initiated by the
Oppenheimer Memorial Trust in
2001. Candidates from all disciplines compete annually for this
award, which is granted only to top
scholars in South Africa. As part of
an investment in education, the
award is granted to scholars engaged in extraordinary work that
contributes to knowledge, teaching,
research and development in South
Africa.
Professor Guy – an internationally
respected historian – was a Professor of History at the Howard College campus before being granted
a research position at Campbell
Collections for two years.
He is pleased to be able to continue
his research – he quotes one of his
friends “surely historians should

(front) Mr Percy Ngonyama, Mrs Mary Slack, and Professor Fikile Mazibuko.
(back) Prefessor Jeff Guy, Professor Johan Jacobs, and Ms Eva Jackson.

never be retired – they can only get
better as they get older and become
historical themselves!” Professor
Guy is using the fellowship to
examine the historical roots of the
present revival of African traditionalism in South Africa.
“One of the things that has always
been interesting is the role of
history in the present – that history
isn’t just looking for some sort of
emotional gratification about the
greatest achievements or great
failures; history is always working
with us,” said Professor Guy.
“I thought, given the whole question of Zulu traditionalism, that the

new South African democracy
should reflect the African past in
the sense of the ubukhosi (chieftainship) which will be a really
interesting thing to explore.”
Professor Guy is working with two
Masters students, Ms Eva Jackson
and Mr Percy Ngonyama, who are
both delighted to be intellectually
involved in the project. He is also
assisted by Dr Vukile Khumalo, a
lecturer in UKZN’s History Department who also has his own project
rooted in the history of the region.
The award will cover the research
costs for the project and invaluable
research training and support for

Picture: Supplied

the students. Mr Ngoyama is
looking at the historical roots of
contemporary conflict which is
presently being given coverage in
the newspapers in KwaZulu-Natal.
Ms Jackson’s project looks at the
progressive and extraordinary
KwaZulu-Natal family which produced the first doctor of Zulu
origin, Dr John Nembula.
Although historical research
doesn’t provide an immediate
return, Professor Guy believes that
it is extremely important. “As far
as I’m concerned, unless we understand more about such things as
African tradition, African ethnicity,
and African identity, we will once

Professor Guy intends to do further
research into the history of traditional authority and power in South
Africa and into Theophilus Shepstone. “I am looking at the man who
insisted that African custom and
African law became part of the
system of government in colonial
South Africa. Why in the colonial
era do you have somebody who
fights so hard to retain African
structures? is the question to be
answered.”
Professor Guy has been recognised
for his outstanding work on 19th
Century Natal and the Bambatha
rebellion.
His book The Destruction of the
Zulu Kingdom: The Civil War in
Zululand 1879-1884 provides a
detailed analysis of the consequences of the Anglo-Zulu War. To
commemorate the war’s centenary,
Professor Guy wrote and compiled
a series of articles which appeared
as newspaper supplements both in
English and Zulu and were distributed free to schools throughout
KwaZulu-Natal.
- Normah Zondo

Advancing the Nursing profession
WHEN National Minister of
Health Dr Manto Tshabalala
Msimang recently revamped the
South African Nursing Council
(SANC) she selected a UKZN
academic as one of its newest
members.

Of her recent appointment she said:
“The very fact that it’s a ministerial
appointment is an honour and
recognition of my long standing
dedication to the upliftment of
nursing.”
As a member of the SANC she’s in
a position to enhance the national
standing of the UKZN School of
Nursing.

Professor Busisiwe Bhengu, who
heads the School of Nursing, was
appointed to the advisory body in
the category of Professional Nurse
for a five year term. She is expected
to use her expertise and advise the
Council on matters pertaining to
professional conduct, accreditation
and the nursing curriculum.
In a career spanning 30 years,
Professor Bhengu has played a
pivotal role in developing nursing
skills within the province,
nationally and internationally. She
was responsible for introducing a
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Professor Busisiwe Bhengu.

Masters in Nursing qualification to
African countries such as Tanzania
and the Democratic Republic of
Congo. In 2002 she was tasked

Picture: Supplied

with co-ordinating the Masters
programme for nursing students in
Abu Dhabi (United Arab
Emirates).

While she has made inroads into
developing midwifery in KwaZuluNatal through programmes like the
Healthy Mothers and Healthy
Babies by Empowering Midwives
project which aims to increase the
number of skilled midwives in rural
areas, Professor Bhengu will continue to promote this area of
nursing. And she feels it necessary
to promote the image of the nursing
profession as a whole.

Whilst carrying out her duties
within the SANC Professor Bhengu
will encourage transformation in
nursing education through innovative teaching strategies. She will
motivate for curriculum development initiatives with the World
Health Organisation Collaboration
Centre targeted toward the advancement of nursing and midwifery in Africa.
Dean of the Faculty of Health
Sciences, Professor Sabiha Essack
said: “Professor Bhengu’s appointment to the SANC is a testament to her leadership abilities. It
gives UKZN a voice on critical
national debates in Nursing and
provides an opportunity for the
School to shape the profession.”

- Neesha Maharaj
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Prestigious award for
statistician

UKZN Academic on
international Maths
body

P

DEPUTY Vice-Chancellor (Teaching and Learning) Professor
Renuka Vithal has been elected
onto the Executive Committee of
the International Commission on
Mathematics Instruction (ICMI).
She will not only represent South
Africa, but the African continent.

rofessor Delia North, the
Head of the School of
Statistics and Actuarial
Science, has received the Medal of
Honour by the South African
Academy for Science and Arts, for
excellence in her field of study.
The awards ceremony took place
at Stellenbosch University on 20
June. Professor North was accompanied by Professor Johan Jacobs,
Acting Deputy Vice-Chancellor,
Research, Knowledge Production

and Partnerships, who delivered a
citation.
For decades the Academy has been
known for the medals of honour
and prizes it awards in recognition
of achievements in science,
humanities and arts. Candidates are
selected and recommended for
awards by specialist committees.
Professor North said: “When I
received the news I was both
shocked and surprised – it is an

honour and very motivating to be
recognised by the Academy, but it
took a few minutes to sink in!”
She added: “I am incredibly
grateful to UKZN and the many
professional institutions and affiliations that have created the academic opportunities that have
enabled me to play a significant
role in the development of statistical literacy in South Africa. We
have a beautiful country, so rich
with opportunities and I am blessed
indeed to do on a daily basis what
I truly enjoy.”
Just four days after returning from
Stellenbosch, Professor North
headed for Mexico, where she
delivered a paper at the International Association for Statistics
Education
conference
in
Monterrey. She was also part of a
panel where she discussed how “the
interplay between estimating probabilities and types of data can
provide strong foundations for
modeling at foundation level”.

Picture: Xoliswa Zulu

After the conference in Mexico, she
headed to Brisbane in Australia,
where she will continue her
research as part of the Carrick
Senior Fellowship at Queensland
University with Professor Helen
MacGillivray, the President-elect
of the International Association of
Statistics Education.
Professor Delia North.

- Xoliswa Zulu

The ICMI is a part of the International Mathematical Union with
a specific focus on mathematics
education.
Mr Bernard R Hodgson, Secretary
General of ICMI, said: “On behalf
of the International Mathematical
Union (IMU) and ICMI Executive
Committees, I want to express our
most sincere congratulations for
your election, as well as our
deepest thanks for accepting to play
these important roles in the life of
the international mathematics and
mathematics education communities.”
Professor Vithal is the Research
Project Leader for the South
African sector of the International
Study on Learners’ Perspectives in
Mathematics Classrooms. She is a
member of several editorial boards
and has served as Chair of the
Southern African Association for
Research in Mathematics, Science
and Technology Education and as
Education Expert on the South
African National Commission for
UNESCO.
She said: “It is an honour and a
privilege to be elected and it is

Professor Renuka Vithal.

recognition of one’s work by the
international mathematics education community. This will be an
opportunity to represent the interests of Africa and the developing
world and bring the perspective of
our continent into the global
debates.
“I will bring South Africa to the
attention of the international community so that the concerns and
issues in mathematics education
that are relevant to us get onto the
international agenda and get researched and discussed in conferences.”
Professor Vithal’s term will run
from 2010 to 2012.
ICMI was founded in 1908 and
celebrated with a Centennial Symposium in Rome earlier this year
at which Professor Vithal chaired
a session as a member of the
Programme Committee.
- Xoliswa Zulu

Debating stars
THE debating prowess of UKZN students was recognised at the 13th National Universities Debating Championships, with the team bringing home two awards.
Honours students, Mr Daniel de Kadt and Mr Brandon Almeida scooped first prize in the English First Language category while fourth year law students Mr Thabo Vilakazi
and Mr Amanda Mfuphi were placed second in the English Second Language category. The winning team took their victory a step further with Mr de Kadt securing the 2008
National Best Speaker award.
About 350 students from universities around the country participated in this year’s championship held at the University of Free State in Bloemfontein from 29 June to 4 July.
Twenty five students represented the UKZN Howard College Debating Union.
The winning team participated in nine preliminary rounds before reaching the finals where they debated the merits of Catholic Adoption Agencies allowing Homosexuals to
Adopt.
Mr Almeida said their success was due to their analytical approach to the topic and the ability to focus, plan and present their arguments within fifteen minutes.
“We are excited by this win more so because while we reached the final round previously, we hadn’t won. Introducing more arguments on the topic, compared to the other
teams helped us win,” he said.
One of the Vice-Presidents of the Union, Mr Hamilton Nqushwana said the winning team deserved their victory because they were “the best at debating and responsible for
training other members”. He said this win should serve as an example to other students that debating assisted in academic work and life skills.

- Neesha Maharaj
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SIFE brings home the Cup
U
KZN’s Students in Free
Enterprise (SIFE) team
won first place against 17
other South African universities in
the National Competition in Johannesburg on 3 July. Runners-up were
the University of the Witswatersrand and Stellenbosch University.

“We were invincible!” remarked an
excited Mr Mandla Ndaba, Student
Leadership Development Practitioner and Faculty Advisor of the
SIFE team. “We always set the
standards in these competitions.”
Mr Ndaba sang praises of University Management for the great
support they have received
throughout their activities saying,
“It was an honour to have Mr
Trevor Wills come to support us,
we’ve received tremendous support
from Management that other universities long for and this gives us
an edge over them.” The team has
also have enjoyed tremendous
support from SIFE alumni, Business Advisory Board and University community etc.
To qualify for the national competition, all the teams had to participate in various outreach programmes that are in line with the
organisation’s topics and are
sponsored by various organisations. The topics are: Financial
Literacy, sponsored by HSBC
(World Local Bank); Entrepreneurship, sponsored by Harmony
Gold; Business Success Skills,
sponsored by ABSA; Business

Ethics, sponsored by ESKOM;
Sustainability, sponsored by Khula
Enterprise; and Market Economics,
sponsored by Standard Bank.

The participating teams have to
satisfy the requirements and expectations of the stipulated topics and
put together a report which is then
presented at the National Competition. The competition is judged
by prominent members of the
corporate world.
The projects that captured the
attention of the judges and brought
the UKZN SIFE team victory were:
The Agric Project which deals with
food security through tunnel
planting; The Learn Entrepreneurship Challenge which began in
2006 which reflected a phenomenal
growth and sustainabilty where
grade 11 learners are taught Business Literacy; and The Women
Empowerment Project through
BEE-WILD – Black Economic
Empowerment Women in Leadership Development which reached
58 of Thuthuka Cleaning Staff at
the Westville campus who were
taught financial literacy during a
four-day workshop in conjunction
with ITHALA Bank and Black
Management Forum – Student
Chapter.
As two times national champions,
SIFE - UKZN has been exposed to
all levels of SIFE work, and has
thus accumulated experience that
helps them to develop proficiency

and professionalism. Mr Ndaba
said that this is what made them
stand out from the rest of the
participants. “During participation
the richness of maturity of the team
comes out outstandingly,” he
added.
The UKZN SIFE team was a
runner-up in the 2007 national
competition. Mr Ndaba said this
motivated them to work extra hard
and ensure that they win the cup
this year. “We were so upset by
those results, but it pushed us to
work hard. We didn’t rest and it
paid off at the end, but the most
important thing is not just the

First prize for Statistics
student

10

competition, but the work that we
do out there.”

academic, and business leaders
from 46 different counties.

SIFE is an international organisation that mobilises university
students around the world to make
a difference in their communities
while developing skills to become
socially responsible business
leaders. After winning the national
competition, the SIFE team is hard
at work preparing for the four-day
SIFE World Cup 2008 which will
take place in Singapore. The event
will be a showcase of the impact
that SIFE teams are having around
the world and will bring together
an international network of student,

“It will be tough. In 2006 we got
stuck in the semi-finals, but this
year I’m 99 percent sure that we
will get through; there’s just a lot
of work that we still have to
dedicate to fine-tuning our presentation.” Mr Ndaba said that he is
working hard to raise funds and
find sponsorships to fund the
students’ travel to Singapore in
October.

- Thembeka Nyaba

UKZN e
xcels in
ex
Accounting e
xams
exams

Mr Jordache Ramjith, who is currently registered for a Master’s degree in Statistics, joins last year’s
winner, Mr Nishay Vithal, as the worthy recipient of this award. Supervised by Professor Glenda Mathews,
Mr Ramjith’s project focused on the Cox Proportional-Hazards Regression Model, considered the most
widely used method of survival analysis.

UKZN produced four of the top 10
students in this year’s Part 1
Qualifying Examination of the
South African Institute of
Chartered Accountants (SAICA).
This is a remarkable achievement
when one considers that no other
university in the country had more
than one candidate in the top 10.

Statistics students from five of the top universities in South Africa participated in the competition with
the second and third prizes going to students from the University of Cape Town and Nelson Mandela
Metropolitan University. The panel of judges, comprising delegates from various universities, conceded
that their task was not any easy one as “all projects were of excellent standard, collectively better than in
recent years”.

The overall pass rate for UKZN’s
first time candidates improved
significantly from 48 percent last
year to 82 percent this year, against
the national average of 75 percent.

Head of the School of Statistics and Actuarial Science, Professor Delia North, said that the competition
provides a useful yardstick by which to judge the high standard of UKZN’s Honours’ projects – testimony
to the local population that they “need not rush off to far away institutions to get a good education”.
Professor North added, “We are all very proud of the excellent work done in our School as we are
making a mark nationally. Professor Matthews in particular has been very active in the field of Biostatistics,
supervising many excellent PhD, MSc and Honours projects using data from the Medical Research
Council (MRC) and the Centre for the AIDS Programme of Research in South Africa (CAPRISA).”

“Another pleasing feature of this
year’s results is the University’s
contribution to transforming the
profession. Of the 895 African
candidates who wrote the examination nationally, 374 (42 percent)
passed and of these the highest
number, 115, came from UKZN. In
addition, UKZN also contributed

FOR the second consecutive year, an Honours student from the School of Statistics and Actuarial Science
at UKZN claimed First Prize in the 2007-2008 South African Statistics Association national honours
project competition.

- Vicky Crookes

Picture: Supplied

The UKZN SIFE team celebrate their victory.

the highest number of successful
Black candidates (African,
Coloured and Indian), namely 304
out of 824 (37 percent),” said
Professor Nicholas Wood, Acting
Head of the School of Accounting.
Contributing to the success of the
University’s first time candidates
was the distance learning programme which achieved a pass rate
of 77 percent, compared to 42 percent in 2007. This is a clear indication that the steps taken to raise
the standard of the programme are
paying off and the University is
confident that it will increase the
number of successful candidates in
the years ahead.
These results bode well for the
University’s School of Accounting
and the profession as a whole.
- Article Supplied

UKZN achievers

Abe Bailey Bursary Remarkable
“

S

trong leadership qualities
and her community service
initiatives convinced judges
that Miss Sandika Baboolal would
make an ideal recipient of the Abe
Bailey Travel Bursary.

The final year student at the Nelson
R Mandela School of Medicine will
head off to Scotland and England

in December where she will participate in an educational tour with
students from all over the world.
Comprising visits to educational,
historical and cultural institutions
the tour aims to broaden the view
of students.

The scholarship is awarded annually by the Abe Bailey Trust who

select students based on their
leadership skills, a strong community service ethic and academic
excellence. Over the years Miss
Baboolal has made a significant
contribution to community upliftment through her involvement with
organisations such as The Association for the Aged (TAFTA) and the
Brahma Kumari World Spiritual
University. Academically she has
proven a success, achieving second
place in her third year of study and
obtaining 11 As last year, making
her the top fourth year medical
student.

Picture: Supplied

“It is an honour to be chosen for
this prestigious scholarship. After
undergoing a grueling interview
process I wasn’t sure I’d be successful. It is now my responsibility
to make the most of this opportunity in terms of service to South
Africa and in my own personal
development,” she said.

Miss Sandika Baboolal.

Science
Science”

UKZN Vice-Chancellor and Principal, Professor Malegapuru
Makgoba, recently presented a lecture at an AIDS conference in
Paris at which the science that was presented was “inspiring,
remarkable and outstanding.’’
The conference titled “25 Years of HIV” was held at the Institut
Pasteur, where the Human Deficiency Virus (HIV) was first
discovered and characterised 25 years ago. Professor Makgoba
presented an analysis on: “27 Years of Responding to HIV and
AIDS: The Picture Onwards.”
The conference was attended by 500 international scientists from
around the world.
He said: “There were approximately 500 scientists, largely from
the United States and Britain, and a good mixture of young and
old scientists. Two young scientists also presented their findings at
every session, which showed that there is recognition in the field
that the youth is the future.”
“One left the meeting with a better understanding of what happened
in the past 27 years,” he said.

The aspirant cardiologist or
opthalmologist is a member of the
Golden Key International Honour
Society.

He added: “The discovery of the virus was central to understanding
the pathology of HIV infection and the development of tests that
allowed us to track and measure the epidemic globally but also in
the screening of blood for transfusions.”

- Neesha Maharaj

He added that the disappointment was that a formula for a vaccine
to eradicate the virus has not been found yet.

School of Development
Studies goes global
DR Imraan Valodia, Senior Research Fellow of the School of Development Studies has been appointed
as a Research Associate of the Brooks World Poverty Institute (BWPI) at the University of Manchester.
The BWPI is a multidisciplinary centre of global excellence researching poverty, poverty reduction and
inequality in both the developing and developed worlds. Research Associates of the Institute need to
have a strong interest in, and commitment, to poverty issues.
Dr Valodia’s appointment means he becomes part of the Institute’s programme to establish a global
presence. The goal is to forge a global network of poverty researchers and practitioners who can be
informal ‘ambassadors’ for BWPI while also benefiting themselves, from an informal association with
professional colleagues from diverse institutions worldwide. Dr Valodia said: “South Africa has a lot to
learn from other countries’ experiences of addressing poverty and employment, and other countries
have a lot to gain from a better understanding of our experiences. This association creates the space for
a closer engagement around these issues.”

“The past 27 years has given us lessons and an understanding of
where to go in terms of finding a vaccine. We are excited rather
than depressed.”
Professor Makgoba also attended the inaugural Hideyo Noguchi
Africa Prize Award Ceremony in Japan in his capacity as the
Chairman of the Medical Services sub-Committee of the Hideyo
Noguchi Africa Prize.
The meeting was attended by 45 Heads of States, the Emperor and
Empress of Japan, the Prime Minister of Japan, Mr Yasuo Fukuda,
U2’s Bono, the Chief Justice of Japan, Speakers of the Upper and
Lower House of Japan and King Mswati III of Swaziland.
Said Professor Makgoba: “It was a grand and splendid occasion
that highlighted Africa’s health as a matter of great importance on
the global agenda.”
- Xoliswa Zulu

The School of Development Studies’ link with the BWPI extends further. Professor Julian May, former
Head of School, and the current Head of School, Professor Vishnu Padayachee are due to attend the
Poverty Research Summit in Manchester from15-16 October 2008, organised by the BWPI, at which
senior representatives from some new (and some established) poverty research centres worldwide will
meet one another. The purpose is to share their experiences and plans, while also taking the opportunity
to collectively deliberate on the significant poverty policy issues confronting us in the coming decade.
These poverty research centres all share a commitment to bringing rigorous empirical research to bear
on key poverty issues, and all seek to achieve a high level of media and policy impact.
In another accolade for the School of Development Studies, Professor Michael Woolcock, Research
Director of the BWIP placed the School in the top 25 Development Studies masters programmes on
offer globally in an article titled, ‘Higher Education, Policy Schools and Development Studies: What
Should Masters Degree Students Be Taught?’, that appeared in the Journal of International Development.
- Judith Shier

Professor Malegapuru Makgoba and U2’s Bono at the Hideyo Noguchi
Africa Prize Award Ceremony in Japan.
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Conserving Campus Butterflies

S

plants. Because the campus is a
Conservancy, the maintenance of
its grounds is governed by the
University’s Environmental Policy,
and indigenous plants have to be
preserved and even introduced in
the landscaping. This means that an
ideal natural environment is provided for butterflies and their
predators.

teve Woodhall, one of South
Africa’s foremost butterfly
experts and author of the
definitive field guide, Butterflies of
South Africa, and the recently
released book, What’s that Butterfly? led a group of 30 people in
search of butterflies and their caterpillars on the Westville campus.
There was plenty on the wing that
beautiful autumn morning and the
youngsters rushed about with
butterfly nets. If handled carefully,
butterflies can be set free once they
have been identified, and among
those photographed by staff member Ms Jenny Norman were the
African Monarch, Brown Playboy,
Coast Purple Tip and Soldier
Pansy.
Because butterflies and their caterpillars are an important food source
for other creatures, such as lizards
and birds, they have had to develop
ways to try and outwit their
enemies. For example, Steve
pointed out the slender tails on the
hind wings of the Brown Playboy.
When the hind wings are moved
back and forth, while the butterfly

The attractive Coast Purple Tip
butterfly is found almost
exclusively in KwaZulu-Natal and
the area which it occupies is
shrinking, because its habitat is
being continually destroyed as
human development changes the
landscape.

The group gathers round to see a butterfly at close range.

is settled with its head down, the
tails mimic moving antennae. If a
predator grabs at what it thinks is
the butterfly’s head, the only parts
lost are the tails or part of a wing.
The well known African Monarch
is poisonous and, as a result, is not
eaten by predators. Interestingly,
there are some butterflies which,

although not poisonous, have
evolved to look similar in order to
escape being eaten. The Soldier
Pansy butterfly, despite being
attractive when the wings are open,
escapes detection when sitting on
the forest floor with its wings
closed, as the undersides of the
wings look like leaves.

Picture: Supplied

The group learnt that the two main
secrets to attracting and sustaining
butterflies are firstly not to use
insecticides and secondly to
provide the right plants to feed their
caterpillars. These are plants which
belong naturally in the area i.e. are
locally indigenous. The Westville
campus is home to many of these

This interesting glimpse into the
fascinating world of these
intriguing creatures, as well as the
privilege of visiting this beautiful
campus, convinced everyone of the
important role the University plays
in conserving this natural oasis in
the heart of metropolitan development.

- Julia Botha

Students reach out to prison youth
The purpose of the visit was to
reach out to the learners in the
‘Usethubeni Youth School’, which
is located within the Westville
Prison premises. The aim was to
educate these learners about career
opportunities that are available to
them. The programme included
encouraging messages and advice
about choosing the right friends
and abstaining from activities that
may bring them harm.
Mr Andile Nsele, Community
Development Officer at the
Westville Campus SRC collaborated with Mr Kwazi Obed
Ndlanzi, a second year BCom
Accounting student to organise the
visit. They collected information
from the Central Applications
Office (CAO) and involved Miss
Thandeka Mtshali, Corporate
Relations Schools Liaison Officer
as well as Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE).
The school has 29 grade twelve
pupils, 36 grade eleven pupils, 30
grade ten pupils and Adult Basic
Education and Training (ABET)
from level 1 to level 4. Twenty one
teachers provide different pro-
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grammes and also facilitate extramural activities such as drama and
dance classes. Their biggest challenges are involving external
stakeholders, such as advisors, who
are said to be afraid of the
prisoners. “We can’t take the
learners outside of the prison
premises for things like practicals
and in addition to that, the working
environment is not conducive, the
class rooms are small and the area
does not have enough lighting,” said
Miss Arty Nkabinde, Life Orientation teacher for grades 10 to 12.
Mr Ndlanzi is a former inmate of
the Westville Prison and was a
learner in the Usethubeni Youth
School where he passed with six
distinctions and qualified to pursue
his degree at UKZN. He told the
prisoners that “my life should be a
living testimony that it is possible
to change and start your life over
again. I started here; I believe that
everyone can reach a turning
point.”
Through song and dance the young
prisoners expressed their excitement at having these young visitors.
They also presented plays through
which they told their stories of how
they came to be in prison and the
pressures that they faced when they
arrived.

Picture: Solomon Mashakeni Masasani

UKZN students visited the Westville Prison Youth Centre on 12
June to mark Youth Day.

Prisoners Perform a Zulu Dance (Ukusina) during the Youth Day Celebration at the Westville Prison.

Mr Sanele Mbhele, a Zulu poet
(Imbongi) presented poetry that
expressed his perceptions of
society and what he feels has
contributed to its corrupt nature.
The celebrations ended on a high
note, with the teachers from the

school expressing gratitude to the
University students for taking the
initiative and remembering their
brothers and sisters who had
wronged society. “We don’t only
teach these young people academic
things, but we also instill the word
of God in them and it is those who

receive these teachings that
succeed,” said Mr Vangeli
Mbambo, a Technical Drawing
teacher for grades 10 to 12 at the
Youth Centre.

- Thembeka Nyaba

Operation Smile
H
ead of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery at the Nelson R
Mandela School of Medicine Professor Anil Madaree led a team
of 50 medical professional volunteers to Madagascar where
211 reconstructive operations were performed on children and adults
born with cleft lips, cleft palates and other facial deformities.

Professor Anil Madaree.

“Operation Smile South Africa aims to help children and adults with
cleft lips and palates. Our first mission conducted in Empangeni was very successful, but since then, we have
realised that there is not much of a demand in South Africa like there is in the rest of Africa. We have been to
Madagascar twice because there is a need for it and despite all the work we have done in the past; there is still
quite a large number of people in need of reconstructive surgery,” said Professor Madaree.
Operation Smile medical practitioners also work on a voluntary basis. No-one gets paid; we treat people from
the early hours of the morning and work fairly hard operating until late at night,” he said.
Professor Madaree added that in Madagascar, people with facial deformities are treated unfairly by society.
“On this mission we treated 46 adults who had not had their lips repaired, they were shunned and ostracised
and could not get work. They are treated as if they are stupid, get teased and are treated unfairly. With the
surgery, we are able to transform patient’s faces and the outcomes are good.”
- Xoliswa Zulu

Visit to Earth University
THREE staff members from the
School of Agricultural Sciences
and Agribusiness (SASA), Dr
Joseph Adjetey, Ms Marion
Young and Mr Muthulisi Siwela,
recently visited Escuela de
Agricultura de la Region
Tropical Húmeda (EARTH University) in Guacimo, Costa Rica
on an African exchange programme.
Funded by EARTH University and
UKZN, the intense and comprehensive four-week programme was
organised by the International
Academic Programme (PAI) office
that contributes to the international

academic formation of students and
university professors.
EARTH is a private University
“dedicated to education in the
agricultural sciences and natural
resources management in order to
contribute to sustainable development in the tropics by seeking a
balance between agricultural production and environmental conservation, with a focus on community
development and sustainability”.
The SASA staff were introduced to
the four pillars of the EARTH
educational model and learnt about
the institutional structure, academic

programmes, admissions and the
various commercial and academic
farming sections at the University.
They participated in classroom,
laboratory and field classes and
interacted with EARTH staff
members in their specific areas of
expertise in order to exchange ideas
and methodologies. This included
visits to the four-hour practicals,
lectures and meetings with faculty
members in charge of the relevant
sections of the farms associated
with entrepreneurship, community
involvement and research.

As it turned out the Pongu Thamil Festival held at
Roehampton Vale Sports Grounds, outside of London, a
celebration of Tamil culture and arts, organised by the British
Tamil’s Forum attracted an overwhelming number of Sri
Lankan Tamils who showed solidarity and support for the
political aspirations of their compatriots back home and
around the world.
Speaking after the former Prime Minister of Kosovo, Dr
Bajram Rexhepi, Professor Chetty expressed his disappointment that peace talks in Sri Lanka had been terminated and
that government withdrew from international mediation.
“True negotiations may only take place where both parties
(the Sri Lankan government and the LTTE) treat each other
with respect and dignity, where there is freedom of movement,
speech and assembly with the philosophical under-pinning
being that every people has a right to self-determination. No
solution may be imposed from outside by powerful countries
and only genuine peace talks can lead to reconciliation and
harmonious co-existence,” said Professor Chetty.

- Thembeka Nyaba

The P
ower of Me
Power

Picture: Supplied

According to statistics, one in every 700 births results in a cleft lip and/
or palate. Many of these congenital deformities occur in families that
have no history of clefts.

SPEAKING at a rally attended by 30 000 people was not
what Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Corporate Relations Professor
Dasarath Chetty had in mind when he accepted an invitation
from the Deputy Minister of Communications, Mr Roy
Padayachee, to speak at a meeting in London.

Picture: Supplied

The volunteers are members of Operation Smile South Africa, an
organisation that is dedicated to improving the lives of children and young
adults. A cleft lip deformity is debilitating and impedes a child’s speech
and in severe cases the ability to eat and lead a normal life.

Support for
peace in
Sri Lanka

- Vicky Crookes

Mr Martin Challenor (GSB), Professor Anesh Singh (GSB), Ms Bongiwe
Mathenjwa (Sanlam), and Mr Andrew Prins (Sanlam).

Picture: Supplied

ON the evening of 1 July the
Graduate School of Business
(GSB) hosted a workshop on
“Personal Branding”. The presentation was conducted by Professor Anesh Maniraj Singh, Head
of the GSB, who focused on “The
Power of Me”.

(l-r) Ms Marion Young, Mr Muthulisi Siwela and Dr Joseph Adjetey visiting a dairy farm during their stay at
EARTH University in Cost Rica.

This workshop is just one of a
series of workshops that have been
hosted by the Graduate School of
Business throughout the year. “All
the topics are current issues that
affect the business community,”
said Ms Debbie Main, Marketing
Administrator for the GSB, “this is
why we either get our own academic staff or external experts to

speak at the workshops and educate
interested members of the business
community”.
The workshop was attended by
about 30 participants – staff,
undergraduate and postgraduate
students, University alumni, as well
as business people from companies
such as Nedbank, Toyota, Kingsway Hospital, Mondi etc. who are
invited through the University
Notices as well as a database kept
by the School.
The workshop was sponsored by
Sanlam.
- Article and Picture: Supplied
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Physiotherapy students mak
e a difference
make

E

very year Physiotherapy
students choose a community project they can
engage in for a three-week period
of their block.

school feeding programme if it
were offered.
Through further analysis, the
students found that “the teachers
constantly complained about neck
and back problems” and that
“students were tired because of
lack of activity”. They then combined the findings and formulated
a set of objectives they worked to
solve. These were to:

This year a group of six students –
Su-jana
Basson,
Joanne
Manickum, Desirée Mzimela,
Reagan Cele, Samantha Nundalall
and Shirley Zwane – did their
community block at Ferndale Combined School in Phoenix, north of
Durban.
By conducting an observational
analysis of the school’s working
environment the students discovered that learners were tired and
could not concentrate during
classes.
According to Miss Mzimela further
research conducted with a number
of learners found that the reason for
the fatigue was that “21 percent of
the high school students did not
bring lunch to school because they
couldn’t afford it”.

Physiotherapy students at Ferndale (l-r) Su-jana Basson, Joanne Manickum, Reagan Cele, (2nd row) Shirley
Zwane, Desirée Mzimela, (back ) Samantha Nundalall.
Picture: Thembeka Nyaba

Many of these learners come from
poverty stricken homes. Many

parents are unemployed and cannot afford to buy bread for lunch

Youth Day
THE MJ Naidoo Foundation for
Social Justice partnered with the
University to celebrate Youth Day
at the T Block Lecture Theatre on
the Westville campus.
The Foundation’s first Forum for
Public Debate discussed “Current
Challenges and Opportunities for
Democracy in South Africa and the
Region.”
Deputy Chair of the Foundation and
Director of Ceremonies, Mr
Jayendra Naidoo, said: “We have to
ask ourselves why we are not where
we thought we would be at this point
in time. We need to realise that we
are the problem! We elected leaders
and made them lord over us, saying
very little when they do things that
are not in the best interest of the
greater good.”

Mr Naidoo is the son of the late Mr
MJ Naidoo after whom the Foundation was named on 16 June last
year. The Foundation is chaired by
the Deputy Minister of Communications, Mr Roy Padayachee, and
supported by a number of political
activists. It aims to create a platform for nurturing debate on social
justice and social transformation
issues within the South African
context.
The debating panel included Mr
Padayachee, the Deputy Mayor of
eThekwini Municipality, Mr Logie
Naidoo; the Editor of the Sunday
Times, Mr Mondli Makhanya; and
UKZN’s Pro-Vice-Chancellor:
Corporate Relations, Professor
Dasarath Chetty. The panel responded to issues raised by learners
representing the youth.

The highlight of the Forum was the
voice of the learners who came
from four different high schools in
KwaZulu-Natal – 16-year-old Mr
Xolani Mkhize from New West
Secondary School; 15-year-old
Miss Khatija Jazbhay from
Crescent Girls High School; 16year-old Tiffany Gordon from
Hillview High School; and 17year-old Miss Monique Rall from
Danville Girls High School. They
presented their perspectives on the
challenges and opportunities facing
South Africa. A common thread in
the presentations was that the people
of South Africa need to stop waiting
for the government to do things.
Instead, people need to learn to take
action and shape the country to be
what they want it to be.
- Thembeka Nyaba

for them. Forty six percent of the
learners said they would utilise a

O

Implement a feeding programme for high school children.

O

Educate teachers about exercises in order to stop their neck
and back problems.

O

Improve activity levels for all
school children, for example,
through physical Education
(PE).

O

Educate the whole school
about careers in the Health
Care sector, particularly
physiotherapy.

- Thembeka Nyaba

GSB Alumni
Association
THE Graduate School of Business (GSB) Alumni Association
was launched at a function at the Westville campus.
The main objectives of the Alumni Association are:
O

to stimulate and encourage the interest and participation
of Association members through the organisation of
meetings, lectures, social functions and other appropriate
activities;

O

to support Convocation in its endeavours to ensure the
academic freedom of the University;

O

to raise funds for the advancement of the main objectives.

Members will also benefit from research partnerships,
opportunities for networking, lecturing and mentorship. “The
GSB alumni will serve as ambassadors and mentors for the
development of commerce and industry in South Africa,”
said Professor Anesh Singh, Head of the GSB.
The guest speaker, Professor Josef “Joop” Venter (76), started
the GSB with a class of six students in 1974.
“The general principles of management should be applied in
order to ensure that the GSB Alumni Association stays alive,”
said Professor Venter. He urged the members of the
Association to take full responsibility for the activities of
the GSB as the success of any association depended on its
members.
Academics who made an outstanding contribution to the
success of the School were recognised at the launch.
Professor Josef Venter, Professor Marvin Kambuwa,
Professor Narendra Bhana, Professor Kantilal Bhowan,
Professor Willard Mansfield, Dr Abdul Gani and Mr Hugo
Misselhorn were presented with Distinguished Alumnus
Awards.

Deputy Mayor of eThekwini Municipality, Mr Logie Naidoo; Deputy Minister of Communications, Mr Roy
Padayachee; Deputy Chair of MJ Naidoo Foundation, Mr Jayendra Naidoo; Pro-Vice-Chancellor: Corporate
Relations, Professor Dasarath Chetty; and Editor of the Sunday Times, Mr Mondli Makhanya.
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- Debbie Main

Communications in Higher Education

T

he Association of Commonwealth Universities
(ACU) hosted its second
Conference for Public Relations
and Marketing Practitioners in
Durban from 14-16 July. The theme
of the Conference was “Building a
profile: Key Relationships for the
Communications Professional”.
The conference was organised by
Corporate Relations’ Professional
Conferencing Services.
UKZN Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Malegapuru Makgoba welcomed
the 109 delegates who came from
26 countries, saying: “We couldn’t
have chosen a better theme. Portfolios of PR and Marketing are
often portrayed as those of little
importance, whereas the world we
live in makes them to be of outmost
importance.”
In his keynote addess, Professor
Adelani Ogunrinade, ViceChancellor of the National University of Lesotho spoke about “What
a Vice-Chancellor expects from a
PR practitioner and the PR department”. He said “I expect them to
be proactive, professional, and pre-

sentable. In addition, they must
have encyclopedic knowledge of
campus events, excellent communication skills and be able to
establish and m aintain key
relationships with all University
stakeholders.”
UKZN Pro-Vice-Chancellor Professor Dasarath Chetty presented a
paper on “Motivating Staff: Ensuring Commitment in a Changing
Environment.”
Dr Paul Genest, President of the
Council of Ontario Universities in
Canada, presented a paper entitled
“Working with government in a
changing environment.” He emphasised the importance of nurturing relationships between
government and higher education
institutions: “If one is to be successful in advocacy, there should
be an understanding that you are
in this together. It is fundamental
to work on your relationship with
government and if they do something for your institution, celebrate
that occasion,” he said.
Mr Patrick Fish from Higher Education South Africa (HESA) said:

“The important role that the ACU
PR and Communications function
has to play needs to be foregrounded to concrete initiatives
that assist all countries. … Generally there were good network
connections made and some of the
presentations I found very inter-

Kwanunu Exhibition
KWANUNU - Place of the Animals,
a joint venture between UKZN’s
School of Biological and Conservation Sciences and the Durban
Natural Science Museum, showcased South Africa’s rich biodiversity to an eclectic audience
ranging from international conference delegates to schoolchildren
of various ages, parents and
educators.
The Exhibition, complemented
with talks by renowned scientists,
took place at the Natural Science
Museum in the city centre and the
Natural Science Museum Research
Centre in Old Fort Road. Although

specifically planned to coincide
with the International Congress of
Entomology taking place at the
International Convention Centre,
KwaNunu’s attraction was by no
means limited to the academic
sector.
With an ultimate aim “to promote
broad public awareness, understanding, appreciation, dialogue
and debate about all aspects of the
natural sciences and their contribution to humanity”, KwaNunu
focused on displays with local
relevance. An exciting mix of live
animals and plants brought Science
to life for many children whose

Picture: Supplied

Conference delegates.

experiences of nature are restricted
to the textbook or television screen.
Adults were equally fascinated by
UKZN’s seed storage exhibit and
the museum’s taxidermy demonstrations.
UKZN displays, co-ordinated by
Mrs Marilyn Bodasing and her
team of students from Biological
and Conservation Sciences, served
to highlight the diverse wealth of
expertise and infectious enthusiasm
within the School.

- Vicky Crookes

esting and useful. I do think that
the agenda needs to be more
focussed on outcomes that will
benefit our less resourced African
counterparts.”
The conference created space for
delegates to share their experiences

and responses to the every-day
challenges that face higher learning
institutions. The point that higher
learning institutions cannot work in
isolation was made by many of the
speakers.
- Thembeka Nyaba

Year of Planet
Earth
THE Head of the School of Geological Sciences, Professor
Steve McCourt, was part of the official South African
delegation to the Africa Launch of International Year of Planet
Earth (IYPE) in Arusha, Tanzania.
IYPE is a joint initiative of the United Nations Educational
Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) and the
International Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS) and stems
from a proclamation by the United Nations General Assembly
in December 2005.
The aim of IYPE is to raise awareness about the earth and
earth sciences within the public domain, hence the official
slogan Earth Sciences for Society.
The “year” runs from January 2007 to December 2009 with
2008 proclaimed as the United Nations Year. National
Committees have been established in over 40 countries
around the world, including several in Africa. Tanzania was
selected as the host country for the Africa launch thereby
acknowledging its important role in securing official
recognition and formal support of the UN for IYPE.
In addition to attending the formal meeting, Professor
McCourt also participated in the launch of a card game, Earth
Alive – 101 strategies towards stemming the 6th extension
and global warming.

Picture: Supplied

The Earth Alive game is part of the SA-IYPE initiative and
was launched through a competition between 10 South
African scholars and their Tanzanian counterparts. The game,
which is the brainchild of John Anderson of the South African
National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI), proved a hit with a
number of delegates including his Excellency Jakaya
Kikwete, President of Tanzania.
- Vicky Crookes.
Mr Adewale Adejumo, a UKZN plant genetics Honours student, interacts with learners at the KwaNunu exhibition.
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Day of the Tree

Sport Corner

Sports officer
a knock-out

M

r Madoda Mahlangu,
Sports Officer at the
Westville Campus
Sports Centre, finished third in the
Masters Male Division in the
National Knockdown Championships.
The competition took place at the
Uitenhage Indoor Sports Centre in
Port Elizabeth from 4-5 July.
Participants from various provinces
took part at senior and junior levels

with the youngest competitor
being four years old while the
eldest was 56.
The competition was full-contact
karate – a term used to differentiate
between schools that spar full
contact and those that use light
contact point sparring.

ACADEMICS, students and others
with an interest in trees gathered at
the School of Biological and
Conservation Sciences (SBCS)
Building on the Westville Campus
for the annual Day of the Tree
Lecture.
The lecture formed part of the ‘Day
of the Tree’ ceremony, which toasts
the “health” of the tree – a tradition
started by Mr Darrell Smith, a
Chief Technician at the former
University of Natal’s Biology
Department who believed an event

to celebrate trees was needed. On
his retirement he planted the
Diospyros Mespiliformis or jackalberry tree between the George
Campbell and Desmond Clarence
Building on the Howard College
campus and requested that the ‘Day
of the Tree’ together with a lecture,
be observed annually.
At this year’s gathering academics
in their academic robes together
with other guests toasted the
“health” of the tree. Dean of
Humanities, Development & Social

Sciences Professor Donal
McCracken presented a lecture on
“Trees, gin bottles and arboreal
heritage” which focused on botanical history.
Mr Bruce Page, at the SBCS who
had been tasked with the duty of
‘custodian’ of the tree ceremony
said with many trees facing
extinction such an event was
important.

- Neesha Maharaj

Mr Mahlangu says it’s the16th time
he’s brought a trophy home from
the competitions and that “it always
feels good to win. Winning is not
for everyone who enters the competition so when it does happen, it
is something to be joyful about.”

Picture: Thembeka Nyaba

He is looking forward to the
Kyokushin Challenge in August
which will feature participants from
New Zealand, Australia and
Britain.

Mr Madoda Mahlangu.

- Thembeka Nyaba

UKZN hosts Darts
Competition
THE Westville campus Sports
Centre hosted the 2008 Darts
National Competition from 7-12
July. About 385 men and 190
women from all nine provinces of
South Africa participated. The
weather was beautiful and the
spirits were bubbly as the players
engaged in what they called: “beer,
vleis, darts en ek!”
Seventy two boards were laid out
at the Sports Centre which buzzed
with action and music. The competition was for inter-regional and
inter-district men’s and women
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Asked what his secret for success
is, Mr Mahlangu said: “I train hard
at least six times a week ensuring I
am able to handle the blows.”

Professor Mike Watkeys; Professor Jenny Lamb (Deputy Head School of Biological and Conservation Sciences);
Professor Donal McCracken (invited speaker), Mr Darrell Smith (who initiated the ritual 23 years ago) and Mr
Bruce Page, one of the custodians of the Tree Ceremony.

teams. There were 52 men’s interdistrict teams and about 40
women’s inter-district teams.
Part of Darts South Africa’s mission is to provide regular, good
competitions that are a credit to the
sport and a true challenge of the
skills and abilities of all players.
They select their best players to
represent the country in continental and international tournaments.

Short story winners
INDWE Risk Services – a short-term insurance broker – in partnership with Corporate Relations’
Alumni Affairs Office invited UKZN alumni to submit entries for the 2007 Short Story Competition.
The subject of the competition was “Family, Friends and other Creatures” and entries were received
from both within South Africa and internationally.
A panel of judges had the very difficult task of deciding upon the three winners – as most of the
stories submitted displayed considerable skill and creativity.
The Prize-giving – with prize-money totaling R10 000 – took place at a lunch hosted by Indwe
Risk Services at the Inchanga Hotel and two of the three winners were present. The first-prize
winner – based in the UK – donated half of her prize money of R5 000 to her alma mater and the
remainder to an external initiative in the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands.
The winning entries are available on the Alumni website for general interest and hopefully will
encourage many alumni to enter the 2008 Short Story Competition. The topic, guidelines and
deadline for the 2008 Competition will be provided in the last quarter of the year.
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Recycle your ukzndaba
Please don’t litter ... when you’ve finished with your ukzndaba, why not pass it on to someone else, or place it in a
bin for recycling with other paper-waste.

Competitors in full swing at the Darts Competition.
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