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Winner of the 2008 Institute for Marketing, Advancement & Communication in Education (MACE) Excellence Award for Best Internal Publication

New residence for medical students

A

sod-turning ceremony for a new
residence for medical students was
held on the Pietermaritzburg campus on 8 June.

either a full semester or a full
academic year. A Learning Centre
in the residence will provide access
to the University LAN and Medical
Library resources electronically.
Provision has been made for a
seminar room where lecturers can
offer small group teaching sessions.
This venue will be linked by Teleconferencing to the Durban campus.

The 220-room residence will cost
R49 million. Phase one, valued at
R31 million, is earmarked for
completion by November this year.
The residence is funded by the
Department of Educations Clinical
Skills Grant.
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For the past 10 years, the Medical
School has developed close ties
with health services in Pietermaritzburg. Fourth and fifth year
students doing clinical modules in
psychiatry, surgery, medicine,
obstetrics and gynaecology and
paediatrics do their specialist
training at three Pietermaritzburg
hospitals. Currently, the University
is renting a residence in the city and
the students are bussed up every
Sunday and return to Durban on
Fridays. They have to keep their
residences in Durban, as they are
only in Pietermaritzburg for about
six weeks.

Speaking at the ceremony DeputyVice Chancellor and Head of the
College of Health Sciences Professor Leana Uys expressed excitement over the prospect of this new
residence.

(l-r) Dean of the Nelson R Mandela School of Medicine Professor Willem
Sturm; KwaZulu-Natal MEC for Health, Dr Sbongiseni Dhlomo; and Deputy
Vice-Chancellor and Head of the College of Health Sciences, Professor Leana
Uys at the sod-turning ceremony.

Once the new residence is complete, about 100 fourth year and

100 fifth year students will be
placed in Pietermaritzburg for

It is a wonderful day, not only for
the University of KwaZulu-Natal
but also for the Province and the
country at large. South Africa needs
more doctors and we need to train
them here in KwaZulu-Natal. We
are not only the second most
populous province in the country,
but we are also a university with
arguably the best medical research
facilities in the country. We should
be using all of our clinical material
and all of our research facilities to
train really good primary health

doctors and really excellent medical
researchers.
KwaZulu-Natal MEC for Health,
Dr Sbongiseni Dhlomo extended
his congratulations to UKZN for
this initiative:
It is good to see UKZN taking
issues of student accommodation
seriously especially those who are
doing medicine. The country is at
a critical stage in terms of the
medical profession and as a provincial government we are happy
to see positive developments to this
effect. We will continue as a
department to support the University in all programmes because we
believe that it has a big role to play
in health issues, he said.
Architects Llew Bryan have designed 10 contemporary and identical residential units that are interconnected. Each block has 22
rooms spread over three floors, a
seminar and IT room, laundry
facilities, showers, basins and
kitchen facilities.
- Sabelo Nyuswa

UKZN wins ACU Award

UKZN has won the Association of Commonwealth Universities (ACU) Corporate Publication Award for
the second consecutive time. The Universitys winning submission was its 2007 Annual Report.
The ACU PR Marketing and Communication Awards Programme, launched in 2005 to share, encourage
and reward good practice amongst Higher Education Institutions, called for entries in four categories:
Corporate Publications, Websites, Outreach and Community Relations and Student Publications. UKZN
entered in two categories, winning in one and receiving an Honourable Mention in the Website category
which is equivalent to a second place award.
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In 2006 UKZN also won the award for its 2005 Annual Report and received an Honourable Mention in the
Bulletins and Newsletters category for its staff/student newspaper, ukzndaba. The Association for
Commonwealth Universities Public Relations, Marketing and Communications Network arranges an award
ceremony biennially.
Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Corporate Relations Professor Dasarath Chetty is extremely pleased that in a
competitive, global environment UKZN has again proved to be world-class. He noted that the ACU judges
had called the report a stunning, professional publication which matches the Universitys ethos and
successfully promotes its international position. He added that the success was due to team work and
professionalism.
Chief Finance Officer, Mr Holly Clarkson; Director of Communications:
Corporate Relations, Mrs Smita Maharaj; and Pro-Vice-Chancellor:
Corporate Relations, Professor Dasarath Chetty with the winning Annual
Report.
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Dr John Kirkland, Deputy Secretary General of the ACU, said that both 2008 awards were achieved in strong
categories. The results would be publicised in the ACUs publication Bulletin and the magazine Impact.
- Thembeka Dlungwane
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Partnership to provide sanitation

U

systems that will be installed by
eThekwini Municipality on their
new housing initiatives.

KZNs Pollution Research
Group (PRG) is collaborating with the Bremen
Overseas Research and Development Association (BORDA) and
the eThekwini Municipalitys
Water and Sanitation Unit to
provide sanitation services to
unserved communities.

BORDA has over 30 years of
extensive experience in providing
basic needs services to the unserved. It strives to introduce bestpractices in the field of decentralised wastewater management and sanitation. The NGO
provided sanitation in Indonesia
and India following the Tsunami as
well as in Yogyakarta (Java) after
a major earthquake. BORDA
developed prefabricated DEWATS
and toilet module solutions made
from glass-fibre, ferro-cement or
cargo container solutions.
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The relationship with the Germanbased NGO and the Durban stakeholders began in 2004 at the
EcoSan conference which was held
in Durban. The PRG in conjunction
with the Water Research Commission and eThekwini Water and
Sanitation had been researching the
anaerobic baffled reactor process
for some years. BORDA on the
other hand had been implementing
their version of the decentralised
wastewater treatment system
(DEWATS) for more than eight
years.

When the PRG has finished doing
the scientific evaluations at UKZN
on the containerised emergency
anaerobic baffled reactor they will
move it to the Permaculture Centre
in Newlands-Mashu for further
tests, said Professor Buckley.

Professor Chris Buckley, Pollution Research Group; Mr Andreas Schmidt, BORDA and Mr Sudhir Pillay a UKZN
PhD student working on a project related to BORDA.

The role players in the project are
UKZNs Professor Chris Buckley,
Mr Chris Brouckaert, Mrs
Katherine Foxon, Mr Sudhir Pillay
and Mr Joseph Bwapwa from the
Pollution Research Group in the
School of Chemical Engineering.
Mr Andreas Schmidt and Mr Andy
Ulrich, represent BORDA.
eThekwini Municipality Water and
Sanitation Unit is represented by
Mr Neil Macleod, Mr Bill Pfaff, Mr
Rob Dyer, Mr Speedy Moodliar
and Mr Teddy Gounden.
The Durban-Bremen partners are
currently working on two major
sanitation projects. One of the
projects involves evaluating an

anaerobic baffled reactor which is
a containerised sewage treatment
system designed by BORDA for
rapid deployment in disaster relief
campaigns. The containerised
system will benefit disaster victims
because it is designed to produce
methane gas (which is a form of
energy) and requires no electricity
and very little maintenance.
The reactor is presently located
behind the Mechanical Engineering building on the Howard
College campus. The funding for
the proto-type containerised
emergency unit has come from the
Free Hanseatic City of Bremen
State Government.

In the second project, BORDA and
eThekwini Water and Sanitation
are collaborating in the process of
designing and constructing a
technical evaluation anaerobic
baffled reactor at a Permaculture
Centre at Newlands-Mashu. It will
treat the sewage from 80 surrounding houses. This system will
be monitored and evaluated by the
PRG. The treated water will be
evaluated for use in agriculture by
a team of soil scientists from the
Pietermaritzburg campus consisting of Professor Jeffrey Hughes,
Dr Louis Titshall and PhD student
Ms Irene Bame. The outcomes
from the investigation will be used
to guide the type of sanitation

Professor Buckley commended the
Bremen NGO for the international
contribution made. He said:
BORDA has brought a major
international dimension to this
partnership and a tremendous
amount of practical experience to
it which we as academic researchers do not easily achieve.
The basic sanitation research topic
has generated great interest with a
number of Masters and PhD students. Professor Buckley is currently supervising a post-graduate
student who is a lecturer at the
University of Zambia and a
doctoral student from the Technical
University of Dresden in
Germany.
On 10 September, Professor
Buckley will present a paper at the
5th International BORDA Basic
Need Service Expert Workshop:
Improving Emergency Sanitation,
in Bremen.
- Thembeka Dlungwane

Robust debate on South Africas economy
A ROBUST and intense debate on
veteran economist Raymond
Parsons book: Zumanomics:
Which way to shared prosperity in
South Africa? Challenges for a
new government took place at the
Graduate School of Business
(GSB).
The book launch and public
discussion, hosted by the Xubera
Group in conjunction with the
GSB, saw varied and interesting
opinions and thoughts being

shared among the invited panel
and guests.
The panel included Professor
Bonke Dumisa, School of Management; Economist Professor Iraj
Abedian; Director of the Centre for
Civil Society Professor Patrick
Bond; Dr Mihalis Chasomeris,
GSB; and Mr Glen Robbins,
School of Development Studies.
Mr Robbins, who started off the
discussion, reflected on how Presi-

dent Jacob Zuma, as former MEC
for Economic Affairs and Tourism
in KwaZulu-Natal, spent most of
his time listening to the public,
unlike his predecessor, former
President Thabo Mbeki.
What voices will he be listening
to now and what voices will he be
hearing? he asked. At the ANC
conference in Polokwane last year,
there were promises of job
creation, poverty alleviation and
economic growth and now those
promises have been replaced by
talks of the recession and unemployment, said Mr Robbins.

Picture: Xoliswa Zulu

I would not be surprised if the
provincial budget shrank substantially compared to other provinces but I think Jacob Zumas
experience in KZN will be an
important memory for him to
reflect on. Im not sure if the
listening will reflect an adequate
amount of hearing, but I think that
listening is what the different parts
of our country need in order to
respond to the current crisis.
(l-r) Professor Iraj Abedian, Dr Mihalis Chasomeris, Professor Bonke
Dumisa and Mr Xolani Dube at the Zumanomics book launch and public
debate.
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Professor Abedian, who spoke on
poverty alleviation and South

Africas economy, said there was
no evidence that poverty had been
dealt with meaningfully.
We are not going to deal with
issues of poverty unless and until
the machinery of the State is fine
tuned, he said.
We have overemphasised qualifications instead of skill and know
how. What gets the economy
running is not a degree, but what
you can do. We have not succeeded
in getting our education system
running and generating the skills
that our economy needs, said
Professor Abedian.
He said there was a gap between
what the government professed and
what they practised and added that
there needed to be a coherent value
system if poverty and unemployment were to be tackled.
Professor Dumisa, who emphasised the value of educating the
public on different aspects of the
economy, said the more the pubic
was educated, the easier it would
be to run a country, adding that it
was important to ensure people at

grassroots level understood economic policies.
Dr Chasomeris, who discussed
issues around crime, said crime
affected every sphere and had the
ability to affect peoples decision
making.
Crime reduces victims productivity, reduces firms profits and
diminishes job creation opportunities.
Dont just hope for a better South
Africa  pray for a more prosperous
and peaceful South Africa and do
your part to reduce crime in our
country, he said.
Professor Bond, who focused on
Zumanomics, said the book was
unable to properly name the problems facing the South African
economy, failing to highlight that
South Africas macroeconomic
policy (the Growth, Employment
and Redistribution  GEAR)
strategy, had been a disaster and that
GEARs fiscal squeeze destroyed
the States delivery capacity.
- Xoliswa Zulu

Academics support market traders

A

cademics at UKZN have
lent their support to
informal traders at the
Early Morning Market (EMM) in
Warwick Avenue, whose livelihoods are threatened by the
markets closure. The eThekwini
Municipality is proposing that 670
traders be moved from Warwick
Avenue to make way for the development of a shopping mall.
The Centre for Civil Society (CCS)
hosted a seminar, The War of
Warwick Junction on the Howard
College campus on 9 June which
saw traders, academics, students
and other concerned groups gather
to find a way forward for the traders
of the market who are resisting
eviction. The seminar included
presentations by Ms Caroline
Skinner, a researcher at the School
of Development Studies; Mr
Roothren Moodley, a representative for the EMM traders; Ms
Judy Mulqueeny, an eThekwini
Councillor and Gaby Bikombo
from StreetNet International.
Ms Skinner whose concern for the
plight of the traders grew after 10
years of research into markets

Traders were concerned by what
they described as the Municipalitys flawed consultative
process concerning their
relocation and criticised the City
Manager, Mr Mike Sutcliffe for
not listening to the needs of the
traders.

The cover of the book Working in Warwick: Including Street Traders in Urban Plans.

along Warwick Junction and after
co-authoring the book Working in
Warwick: Street Traders in Urban
Plans said thousands of traders
would be negatively impacted by
the proposed development, and not
only the 670 EMM traders and 185
traders around the market as suggested by the Municipality.
There is a lot at stake here. As any
trader  formal or informal  would
tell you their business depends on
passing feet. The proposals will

result in a complete redesign of the
area ensuring that the current foot
traffic is directed past the formal
traders, seriously impacting on the
viability of all street traders in the
area, said Ms Skinner.
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Ms Skinner suggested a survey of
commuters travelling in the vicinity
of Warwick Junction to determine
their preference.
Speaking on behalf of the EMM
traders, Mr Moodley supported the
need for various sectors to mobilise
and help traders protect their
livelihoods. He said traders were not
opposed to improving the city but this
should not be done at the expense of
the vibrancy offered by the markets
along the Warwick Junction.

At a time when South Africa is
experiencing a recession with
208 000 jobs reportedly lost in the
first quarter of 2009, this move by
the Municipality would further
exacerbate unemployment, said Ms
Skinner.

According to Mr Moodley,
foreign visitors to the EMM
preferred the vibrancy and
character offered by the markets
rather than the shopping malls.
He appealed to the legal community for support in their fight
against relocation.
Ms Mulqueeny agreed that traders
should be allowed to earn a living
in tough economic times adding
the need for social solidarity in
tackling the predicament of the
EMM traders. She said that
proper strategies needed to be in
place for developing markets in
greater Durban. She added that
developers have been very vague
about the job opportunities the
proposed mall would create.
- Neesha Maharaj

Czech academics deliver public lectures
parative research on civilizations,
and problems of research on totalitarianism.

THE College of Humanities recently hosted two academics:
Professor Ivo Budil and Mr Tomas
Machalik, from the University of
West Bohemia (UWB) in the Czech
Republic.

Deputy Vice-Chancellor and Head
of the College of Humanities,
Professor Fikile Mazibuko said the
agreement between UKZN and
UWB promised to be very exciting
and far reaching, adding value to
the academic endeavors and all
other scholarly activities.
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The visit was aimed at strengthening ties and to promote collaborations with the College. The two
academics attended a series of
meetings at the Howard College
and Pietermaritzburg campuses.

At the Howard College lecture are (l-r) Mr Tomas Machalik, Professor
Abednego Maphumulo, Professor Fikile Mazibuko, Professor Ivo Budil and
Professor Donal McCracken.

The excitement must be about
academic freedom, scholarly enquiry on African Studies  the Euro,
Afro and other paradigms. It is a
collaboration of academics,
scholars, researchers and students
of equal status  actors in the knowledge domain, said Professor
Mazibuko.

The lecture focused on four fields
of inquiry: comparative analysis of
some theoretical explanations of
the origin of modern totalitarianism; comparative enquiry of
some traditional forms of Western
culture foreshadowing the rise of
modern totalitarianism; emergence
of totalitarian ideology in the
academic milieu of the nineteenth
century; and the manifestation of
totalitarianism in a concrete ideological and historical context.

Professor Ivo Budil, of the Anthropology Department and a ViceRector for Science and Development of the University of West
Bohemia, presented a public
lecture at the Howard College
campus titled: Cultural Origins of
Modern Racial Ideology.

In his discussion, Professor Budil
demonstrated that the so-called
racial essentialism that links the
intellectual achievements and
advancement of civilization was
not an accident of Western
thinking or a short-term failure of
the Euro-American elite.

It is important to realise that racial
theory or ideology is inseparable
from political culture and that a
nature of dominant political culture
is more important for the acceptance and prosperity of racial theory
than a power of scientific arguments, said Professor Budil.
He noted that recent studies on
racial theory problems had a
tendency to somewhat overestimate the role of racism as a tool
of vindication and reproduction of
Western hegemony over nonEuropean societies.
Professor Budil has published
seven books and several dozen
articles on various issues on history
of anthropology, racial theory and
ideology, cultural history, com-

On the Pietermaritzburg campus,
the visitors received a warm and
vibrant South African welcome as
they were led into the Colin Webb
Hall with an outstanding performance by the iSicathamiya
group, Qekelele.
Mr Tomas Machalik, Deputy
Director responsible for educational departments at the
Institute of Children and Youth of
the Ministry of Education, Youth
and Sport of the Czech Republic
delivered a lecture on: The Development of African Studies in
Czechoslovakia/Czech
Republic.
Mr Machalik presented Czech
connections on the African
continent as a growing interest
among several individuals which
turned into intense public interest
reflected by many scholars, intellectuals, scientists, travelers,
businessmen, and by the Czech
governments especially during the
1960s.
He argued that during this period
Czech African Studies were highly
influenced by the Soviet School of
African Studies as well as the
Western theoretical framework.
Czechoslovakian African studies

gained popularity for its international reputation and its surprisingly more Western-oriented
paradigm while in the 1970s and
the 1980s there was a strict
Marxism-Leninism paradigm.
However, during the 1990s African
studies did not enjoy much support
from the new regime which was
concerned with building its democracy.
Mr Machalik said: There are
bright new tendencies in building
independent African Studies
programs in the Czech academic
environment.
Mr Machalik also drew from his
field research in Windhoek,
Namibia, and its locations which
focused on colonial history and
outlined Czechoslovakian-South
African-Namibian-Angolan relations.
Mr Machalik has undertaken
research on colonial history and
on modern totalitarian movements and has also written and
presented papers on various
issues including concentration
camps, colonialism, totalitarian,
and the Cold War. He is currently
doing his doctoral studies in
Ethnology.

- Normah Zondo
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Alumni get together
The equally well supported
Johannesburg dinner followed a
similar format to the Pretoria event.
Both groupings were keen to know
more about their University and
this was clearly indicated in the
enthusiastic question and answer
sessions which followed the
speeches. Discussion was lively
and included interest in the current
research status and output of the
University, staff and student
demographics, funding options/
sources and the incentives introduced by UKZN to increase the
number of Masters and PhD students.
A highlight of the events was the
interest of alumni to form local
Alumni Associations, with
Committees formed in both
Pretoria and Johannesburg. Mr
Ngcobo and Mr Finn Christensen
(Alumni Affairs Manager) plan to
work closely with these
Committees to strengthen the
relationship and maintain the
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The Pretoria dinner was very well
attended, with many of the attendees having travelled long distances to meet old friends, network,
share experiences of their days at
University and to receive information on their alma mater. The
Guest Speakers were Professor
Dasarath Chetty (Pro-ViceChancellor) and Mr Sandile
Ngcobo (President and Chair of
Convocation). Professor Chetty
provided a comprehensive overview on the latest developments
and achievements at the University.
Mr Ngcobos address emphasised
the importance of Convocations
participation in the running of the
University as well as outlined the
importance of academic freedom.
In addition to the information
received via the speeches attendees
were given information packs

which contained a range of University publications and information sheets.

Back (l-r) Professor Dasarath Chetty, Mr Sandile Ngcobo, Mr Len Mzimela, and Mr Finn Christensen.
Front (l-r) Mrs Mashudu Mariba, Professor Thanyani Mariba, Ms Portia Mtimunye, and Mr Moses Mtimunye.

information flow between alumni
and the University.
The Pretoria Alumni Association
Committee includes: Musa
Masilela, Sylvester Jiyane,
Valencia Moagi, Zanetta Jansen,
Zinhle Mncube and Letuba
Mampuru. The Johannesburg
Alumni Association Committee

Call for review of Access Programmes
A REVIEW of Access Programmes offered at UKZN was needed to determine their relevance in an
evolving Higher Education setting. This emerged out of a recent workshop organised by the UTLO
(University Teaching and Learning Office) which took a critical look at existing alternate access
programmes available at the University.
Presently 1 866 students benefit from access programmes at UKZN. These include 309 within the Faculty
of Management Studies, 982 in the College of Agriculture, Engineering and Science and 575 in the
Faculty of Humanities, Development and Social Sciences.
In redefining bridging programmes aimed at preparing disadvantaged students to enter mainstream studies,
Director of Projects for the UTLO; Dr Rubby Dhunpath said it was important to focus on the performance
of students after their first year into the programme. Nine years since inception we are asking ourselves
to revisit what access means by looking critically and interrogating current offerings, he said.
Access Programme Directors have discovered that students who are offered much support at the reception
year performed well due to the nurturing learning environment they were exposed to. Thereafter, students
struggle with academic work in the later years resulting in some dropping out. To this end it has been
suggested that those responsible for access programmes should not direct all their attention to reception
year and ignore this cohort of students in their later years.
We need to reconsider our conceptions of access as a mechanism of redress and redefine how we
expedite success without losing sight of redress. Resources must move from access into Higher Education
to support of students in their later years of study, said Dr Dhunpath.
A suggestion for the inclusion of access programmes into mainstream education was a consideration
that disciplines needed to weave into their curricula. Academics were cautioned against creating a
syndrome of dependency among students who participate in access programmes. We must be mindful
of the complexities of university life that students encounter and bear in mind that we dont want to
create dependency. We want to develop our students to the point where they independently move on to
later years of studying and become critical thinkers, said Dr Dhunpath.
A driver of access success should be instituting an efficient mechanism to monitor students at risk of
dropping out and implementing quick intervention to ensure they remain at university. A mechanism [is
needed] to ensure that students dont drop out of university by virtue [of the fact that] that we had no
knowledge they were at risk, said Dr Dhunpath.
Dr Sioux McKenna, a Senior Lecturer at the Centre Higher Education Studies who offered both a historical
and theoretical perspective on Access Programmes highlighted capacity development of staff and
proficiency in discipline-specific practices of students (academic literacy) as areas to focus on.
- Neesha Maharaj
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includes: Lydia Maoba, Sibusiso
Madlala, Avinash Bisnath and
Thabo Motinyane. Both Committees are very enthusiastic and
are presently familiarising themselves with the rules/constitution
pertaining to Alumni Associations
and plan to be in contact with
alumni based in their areas in the
near future.

Photographs of the events can be
accessed via:
http://alumniaffairs.ukzn.ac.za/
PretoriaAlumnusDinner20383.aspx
http://alumniaffairs.ukzn.ac.za/
JohannesburgAlumnusDinner20381.aspx
- Finn Christensen

New staff for Agriculture
THE School of Agricultural
Sciences and Agribusiness welcomes two academics to the discipline of Agricultural Economics.
Dr Edilegnaw Wale has been
appointed as a senior lecturer and
Mr Lloyd Baiyegunhi as a lecturer.
Dr Wale of Ethiopia obtained his
BSc degree with distinction from
Alemaya University in the early
1990s. He then went to Wegeningen
University in the Netherlands where
he completed his MSc in Agricultural Economics and Marketing. He
completed a PhD in Agricultural
and Resource Economics at the
University of Bonn in Germany,
being awarded the prize for his
doctoral thesis for 2003/04.
Dr Wale was recently appointed to
the Editorial Board of the International Journal of Biodiversity
and Conservation.
I am very happy and excited about
taking up this new appointment and
look forward to making contributions to the department and the
University at large. I am committed
to working hard and doing my level
best. From my observation so far,
the work environment is excellent
and collegial, said Dr Wale
As usual, we will have to face the
challenges of teaching and research
in Agricultural Economics in the
world of dynamic agriculture. I
enjoy facing those challenges and
look forward to helping enhance
the contribution of the department

Dr Edilegnaw Wale.
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T

wo hundred alumni and
guests attended the
alumnus dinners held in
Pretoria and Johannesburg on 12
and 13 June respectively. These
dinners were co-ordinated by the
Alumni Affairs Office of Corporate
Relations.

Mr Lloyd Baiyegunhi.

through its teaching and research
agenda.
Mr Lloyd Baiyegunhi holds an
MSc degree in Agricultural Economics from the Ahmadu Bello
University in Nigeria, where he
also obtained his BAgric Honours
degree in Agricultural Economics
and Rural Sociology. He recently
completed his PhD thesis in Agricultural Economics at the University of Fort Hare under the supervision of Professor Gavin Fraser.
Mr Baiyegunhi said he understood
lecturing to be a calling and a
service profession. My goal is to
educate the whole person, so that
he or she leaves enriched, not only
in a subject area, but as a person.
- Xoliswa Zulu

Swedish academics hosted
A

of Sociology have just returned
from Sweden after three weeks
teaching with further exchanges
continuing next semester.

s part of their international
exchange programme the
School of Sociology and
Social Studies on the Howard
College campus hosted academics
from Lulea University of Technology from Sweden for three weeks.

As part of the exchange programme, two outstanding sociology students in their first and
second year of studies are due to
participate in the learning exchange programmes next semester.

We were delighted to host two
visiting academics from Lulea
University of Technology, as part
of our international exchange
programme between these two
academic institutions to promote
teaching and learning. Our programme ran very well and both
academics enjoyed themselves
here, said Professor Sultan Khan,
the co-ordinator of the programme
in the School of Sociology.
We had a wonderful time here at
UKZN. The people, staff were all
fantastic in making sure that we feel

Picture: Sabelo Nyuswa

The programme ran from 5-30
May.

(l-r) Dr Noel Chellan, Professor Monique Marks, Mrs Niel Naidoo, Professor R Sooryamoorty, Ms Vanessa
Neophytou, Dr Nirmala Gopal, Mr Mdu Mtshali, and Professor Shanta Singh from the School of Sociology and
Social Studies with Drs Anita Westerstrom and Matts Jakobsson from Lulea University of Technology, Sweden.

at home. I am definitely going to
come back here it was really great,

said Dr Anita Westerstrom from
Lulea University.

Seminar on Darfur
THE Centre for Critical Research
on Race and Identity (ccrri) hosted
the highly acclaimed author
Professor Mahmood Mamdani on
22 June at the Howard College
campus. The topic of the seminar
was Darfur: The problem and the
way out. The lecture was based on
his latest book Saviours and
Survivors: Darfur, Politics, and the
War on Terror.
Professor Mahmood Mamdani is
the Herbert Lehman Professor of
Government and Professor of
Anthropology at Columbia
University. His interest in Darfur
began when he was in the region in
Professor Mahmood Mamdani.
Picture: Indu Moodley
2003 working on a comparative
project. Reading up on the literature he soon realised that there was something different about the way in
which the conflict in Darfur was being reported in the international media, and the way in which support for a
specific interpretation of the conflict was being lobbied. The publicity, for example, was very sophisticated
and expensive. In his experience with political violence in Rwanda, Eastern Congo and Angola none of those
conflicts were as prominently reported in the international press as Darfur was. Darfur seemed to be globalised
and it quickly became the centerpiece of media attention. He became curious as to why and so he began to
follow the media reports.
According to Professor Mamdani, the focus on Darfur had a lot to do with the Save Darfur campaign, an
American social movement that in 2007 supposedly raised $14 million for Darfur. When Mamdani was in
Darfur in 2007, he asked a United Nations official how much of the $14 million had reached Darfur. The man
said that they had not received any funding. Mamdani then contacted the Save Darfur organisation and asked
them why this was so. Their response was we are not an aid organisation, we are an advocacy group.
Professor Mamdani became increasingly aware that what was different about Darfur was the involvement and
interest of international groups. For example, the United States Government Accountability Office established
a panel of 12experts to look at six estimates of the number of dead from the peak of the violence in 2003 and
2004. The highest estimate, from Save Darfur: roughly 400 000. The lowest, from the World Health Organisation:
about 70 000. A Belgian research group established that most of those who died were victims of drought and
dysentery  and most of them were infants and children.
But there was no account of why the violence, said Professor Mamdani. He then began to investigate Darfur,
its causes and context, locally and globally: the result is Saviours and Survivors.
Professor Mahmood Mamdhani is also the author amongst others of Good Muslim, Bad Muslim; When Victims
Become Killers: Colonialism, Nativism and Genocide in Rwanda and Imperialism and Fascism in Uganda.
- Indu Moodley

Professors R Sooryamoorthy and
Rob Pattman also from the School

Drs Anita Westerstrom and Matts
Jakobsson had an opportunity to
lecture under-and-post graduate
students in the different programmes of the School. In
addition, the School is looking
forward to strengthening collaborative research initiatives in
areas of common interest.

- Sabelo Nyuswa

ICTs and Higher
Education
THE possibilities and pitfalls offered by information and communication
technologies (ICTs) in advancing teaching and learning at Higher
Education Institutions was the focus of a Technology Forum at UKZN
on 29 May. The Forum was organised by UKZNs University Teaching
and Learning Office (UTLO) and the Open Learning Initiative.
Associate Professor Laura Czerniewicz, who addressed the seminar titled,
Higher Education in South Africa: What have ICTs got to do with it? is
the Director of the Centre for Educational Technology at the University
of Cape Town. Professor Czerniewicz noted the lack of an overarching
ICTs in Education framework in South African Higher Education,
unlike many other countries in the world.
Her presentation to the UKZN academic community covered international
and institutional trends and challenges in the incorporation of new
technologies in teaching and learning at universities. She offered three
possible institutional responses to the possibilities of new technologies,
focusing on administrative efficiencies, reconfiguring teaching and
learning activities, and reconfiguring the entire university as a whole.
Introducing the latest technology in teaching and learning has seen
many positive effects, said Professor Czerniewicz. These include: an
increase in non-traditional learning resources for students through online encyclopedias, e-journals and blogs; the creation of on-line
learning sites for students; the possibility of increased inter-activity in
lecturers; and the freeing up of time for academics to focus on their core
teaching and research activities.
Professor Czerniewicz emphasised the importance of on-going research at
universities in order to understand changing ICT-mediated communicative
and resource practices and their interrelationship with existing learning
activities, teaching approaches and research undertakings.
Responding to the presentation, the Director of Information Systems and
Technology (IST) at UKZN, Professor Manoj Maharaj said: We want to
embrace technology in teaching and learning to survive in our technology
driven world. Theres competition out there and the longer we (universities)
stay where we are the further we fall behind. Currently our students can
find answers through search engines and not through teachers.
He said most of the resistance to technology like podcasting was due to
fear, and sometime as a result of ignorance of the real benefits of
technology.
The seminar which was video-streamed across UKZN and other
institutions was highly acclaimed with calls for UTLO to introduce
technology that would enable participants to engage in real-time debates
through video-streaming.
- Neesha Maharaj
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Gold at Royal Show Third time

T

he College of Agriculture,
Engineering and Science
featured amongst the
medallion winners at the Royal
Show held in Pietermaritzburg
from 22-31 May.
The exhibit, which was judged
worthy of a total score of over 80%,
highlighted the rich diversity of
expertise within the Colleges
academic disciplines. It attracted
people from all walks of life who
were eager to find out more about
current research or educational
opportunities.

The following Schools and Units
mounted displays: Agricultural
Sciences and Agribusiness; Bioresources Engineering and Environmental Hydrology; Biochemistry, Genetics and Microbiology; Environmental Sciences;
Centre for Electron Microscopy;
Centre for Environment, Agriculture and Development, Geological Sciences and Computer
Sciences.
The success of the exhibit can be
attributed largely to the enthusiastic
group of students responsible for

manning the various displays. They
interacted well with the public and
were excellent role models for the
University.
The Royal Show, which celebrated
its 159th year, is considered one of
the most respected mixed exhibitions on the African continent. It
provides the perfect opportunity to
showcase the University and its
diverse academic and research
offerings.

- Vicky Crookes

author
FACULTY Officer: Admissions
in the Faculty of Science and
Agriculture, Mrs Prabashini
Moodley has published her third
book in six years. Due for
release at the end of June 2009,
Follow Your Heart is the sequel
to her first novel, The Heart
Knows No Colour, published in
2003. She is also the author of
A Scent So Sweet (2006).

The novel is a period drama and
is described by the publisher,
Kwela Books as a superb
historic romantic saga filled with warm family interactions, high
drama, scandal, and engaging characters. The book opens with the
death of the once tyrannical patriarch, Sewcharran, but the focus
is on the new generation of the large extended family of Harilakens,
Balrajs and others. These descendents of indentured labourers are
now wealthy and successful estate-owners [Kwela Books].

Picture: Vicky Crookes

Mrs Moodley has been working for the University for 15 years.
Based on the Westville campus, she attends to the needs of parents,
students and academics. In her spare time she allows her mind to
take her to another world of adventure and romance. She admits to
being a voracious reader and writer. She uses these pursuits to
relax and take her mind to a place where the words flow through
her and page after page is filled with vivid description and rich
atmospheric detail. She credits her parents for having instilled in
her, at an early age, the importance of reading.

UKZN students at the Royal Show next to the School of Bioresources and Environmental Hydrologys hydrostatic
spiral pump: (l-r) Mr Nick Davis, Mr Bruce Scott-Shaw, Mr John Polepole, Ms Rachel Tucker and Ms Shivani
Naidoo.

Promoting food security
A TEAM comprising staff and postgraduate students from the African Centre for Food Security (ACFS)
recently led discussions on the Comprehensive Africa Agricultural Development Programmes (CAADP)
Framework for African Food Security (FAFS) at the first Common Market for Eastern and Southern
Africa (COMESA) Comprehensive Africa Agricultural Development Programme Food Security meeting
in Livingstone, Zambia.
The purpose of the meeting was to present the CAADP Framework for African Food Security and
review COMESA countries programmes with regard to how effectively these address vulnerability to
household food security.
Head of the ACFS, Professor Sheryl Hendriks and Professor Hussein Shimelis from the African Centre
for Crop Improvement led the UKZN team who applied a livelihoods-based policy dialogue methodology
developed through modules and research at the Centre.
Masters and PhD students had the opportunity to facilitate group discussions with high-level delegates
and apply their theoretical and practical skills to solving complex food security problems.
Masters student, Mr Moleka Mosisi, led the discussion with Swazilands delegation. He found the learning
process challenging and said: I feel proud to be among the pioneers who tackle food security issues
under the AU/NEPAD initiative.
Miss Wezi Chunga, a PhD candidate said: The learning process was absolutely invaluable  something
that can never be learnt from any theoretical book, but requires participation in order to understand and
appreciate the dynamics and complexities of a multi-stakeholder process.
- Vicky Crookes
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Mrs Moodley began writing whilst still at school. It was her research
for a history project on Indentured Labourers that inspired her
first romantic novel, The Heart Knows No Colour. She maintains
that the secret to writing is to be meticulous with your research.
She is self taught on the technical aspects of how to write a novel.
What got me going, she says, was the fact that there were no
entertaining stories about South African Indians and their family
life and during my research I found a story that came to life. She
adds, I do take my writing very responsibly and through my writing
I hope that readers will learn more about South African Indians,
their history, family values and challenges. In addition, I hope that
my writings allow readers to be open, flexible, less judgemental
and accepting of their fellow beings. We have been blessed with
the gift of free will and we must not be afraid to use it for our
personal happiness.
Mrs Moodleys advice to other aspiring writers is to write for your
own entertainment and to pursue your writing even in the face of
the many challenges facing South African writers. She adds that
most writers cannot afford to leave their day jobs and take on writing
full-time as the remuneration is too low. Whilst some local
booksellers are great at promoting local writers there are other
stores that promote international authors more prominently. These
stores attribute this to local reader demand. She therefore
encourages readers to read local stories about the diverse and rich
cultural heritage of South Africa.
Spirituality is an important part of Mrs Moodleys life. She says,
Spiritually is finding out who you really are, where you come
from and your purpose in life. Being spiritual allows me to see
people and life differently and recognise that we are one. We need
love to live a harmonious life. The path of bitterness and hatred
and unhappiness that one sometimes has to walk will eventually
lead to love and happiness if one is true to ones spirit.
- Indu Moodley

UKZN achievers

Programming team
makes the grade
Held in Johannesburg, the aim of
the Challenge was to complete a
series of questions using one of
four programming languages: Java,
C++, C# or VB.net. The team that
completed the most problems in the
available time was declared the
winner.

Each team in the competition was
restricted to four or five members
and had to comprise both men and
women and a team manager. They
were given limited resources and
only had access to a PC and printing facilities.
The Westville-based UKZN team of
Mr Nadeem Vawda, Mr Nathan
Boshoff, Ms Cara Reeve and Mr
Richard Abell had to beat four other
UKZN teams in the qualifying
competition to get to the final stage.

Picture: Supplied

Judged by a panel of British
Computer Society experts, the final
was a closely contested competition with Stellenbosch being
declared the winners and UKZN
placing fourth overall.

Members of the UKZN Standard Bank IT Challenge team: (l-r) Mr Nadeem
Vawda, Mr Nathan Boshoff, Ms Cara Reeve and Mr Richard Abell.

We are extremely proud of our
team, said Ms Rosanne Els from
Computer Science. We wish them
luck for the ACM programming
competition which takes place in
October.
- Vicky Crookes

Cutting fertiliser costs
UKZN PhD Plant Pathology
student, Ms Medhin Hadish Kifle,
is working on a revolutionary
method that could see farmers
reduce their fertiliser bill for
nitrogen by 50%.

Picture: Supplied

Ms Kifle, whose research is titled:
Development of free-living
diazotrophic (FLD) inoculants and
their effects on crop growth, said
her research was on the isolation
and screening of micro-organisms

Ms Medhin Kifle.

which could fix nitrogen and make
it available to plants.
Plants cannot fix nitrogen on their
own but need it in one form or
another to make amino acids and
proteins. The fixation occurs by
free-living diazotrophs that converts gaseous nitrogen into
ammonia, which is then further
converted into forms usable by
plants, said Ms Kifle.
Ms Kifle, who began her research
in 2007, said she felt there was a
need to identify a cheaper
alternative to chemical fertilisers
for small-scale farmers who plant
their crops without fertilisers at
times due to the high price of
fertiliser, which in turn results in
low crop yields.
In 2006 I studied soil microbiology and Agriculture Plant
Science (AGPS) in which we found
that beneficial micro-organisms
exist in the soil which has the
ability to recycle nutrients and
make them available to plants.
There was therefore, a need to
identify these micro-organisms to
supplement the use of chemical
fertiliser for crop production. This
was aimed at reducing the cost of

chemical fertilisers for the poor
resourced small-scale farmers, she
said.
Ms Kifle says the research project
underway could help revolutionise
agriculture through the use of
bacteria as biofertilizers that will
reduce the farming industries
reliance on nitrogen fertilisers and
increase crop production at a
reduced cost.
In my research, I have found that
the use of microbial inoculants in
combination with 25% NPK (the
three major plant nutrients: nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium are
known collectively as NPK)
fertilizer increased crop yield by
50% to 60%. In many cases in
Africa and Asia, the resource-poor
farmers grow their staple food
without the benefit of any fertiliser
or with very limited fertiliser
applications, she said.
The use of biofertilisers will lead
to an increase in food production
at a cheaper cost and this will
contribute toward food security in
Africa, she added.
- Xoliswa Zulu

Picture: Neesha Maharaj

A

four-member student team
from the School of
Computer Science tested
their programming ability and team
working skills against students
from seven other South African
universities in the finals of the
Standard Bank IT Challenge.

Perspectives on
student identity

Dr Busayo Ige.

DR BUSAYO Ige, an Academic Development Co-ordinator for
the School of Audiology, Occupational Therapy and SpeechLanguage Pathology is currently authoring a book thats set to offer
a new dimension on the identity of the black African student.
A Fellowship recently awarded by the African Humanities
Programme of the American Council of Learned Societies will
enable Dr Ige to convert findings of her PhD thesis into a book.
In 2002 the Nigerian-born academic embarked on research for a
thesis titled: Impoliteness in Context: Gender and Construction of
Identities at a South African University which earned her a PhD in
Gender and Language in 2007. Her research delved into existing
intercultural communication among black African students from
countries across the African continent who were students at UKZN,
their gender, identity, choice of language, learning methodology
and perceptions they have of each other.
Having achieved the Fellowship in April Dr Ige intends to construct
a book out of her research findings.
This Fellowship is something I wanted. Its offered me an exciting
opportunity to write a book, something thats a first for me. As
Ive never written a book before it will be a challenging but
achievable goal. I will definitely turn to my supervisors for advice,
said Dr Ige.
In her book, Dr Ige will draw on the experiences and knowledge
she gained while interviewing the diverse groups of African students
for her research.
She believes the book aimed at examining the communication
between black South African students and those from other parts
of Africa will provide a new perspective on intercultural
communication in the continent.
The book will be an important tool for the field of Gender and
Language studies which brings in a new African dimension to this
debate which has occurred over the years but did not include the
African element. To have my perspective is a joy and a great
opportunity, said Dr Ige.
In her book Dr Ige will focus on how individual students present
themselves on campus, their interactions with different gender
groups and the conflict that arises as a result of their differences.
Dr Ige hopes by writing this book she would make a meaningful
contribution that would help build intercultural relations in the
African continent.
She has had research articles published in the South African Journal
of Linguistics and Applied Language and the Journal of
Pragmatics.
- Neesha Maharaj
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Sport Corner

U

KZN alumnus Mrs
Marissa Langeni has
been appointed Chief Executive Officer of the South African
Hockey Association (SAHA).

processes. As SAHA, we believe
Marissa has the necessary qualifications, experience and passion for
sport to take South African hockey
forward, said Mr Carr.

The main objective of this post is
to manage and develop the
Association as a going concern in
support of the development of
Hockey as a major sporting code
in South Africa, said SAHA
president Mr Dave Carr.

Mrs Langeni earned a Bachelor of
Social Science degree at UKZN, a
post-graduate diploma in Industrial
Relations from the same institution, and is currently studying
towards a postgraduate diploma in
Financial Planning at the University of Free State.

Mr Carr said Mrs Langenis chief
responsibilities would be stakeholder and market management;
strategic planning; to manage staff,
and to manage and monitor

I value the importance of client
retention, teamwork and accountability, and at the heart of this,
integrity, Mrs Langeni said.

Mrs Langeni is currently managing
assets for ultra-high net-worth
clients. She also has 11 years
experience in national and international Student Sports Administration through her involvement in
the SA Student Sports Union
(SASSU, now known as University
Sport South Africa, or USSA) as
well as the International University
Sports Federation (FISU).
I have an enormous love for the
sports industry and for the benefits
it brings to young and old, Mrs
Langeni said. I also have extensive international travel experience
to multi-sports events, both as part
of the organisers and at participant
level. In Hockey South Africa I saw
a real and sincere commitment to
transformation and excellence.

Picture: Supplied

Where I would desperately like to
leave a footprint is in the concerted
effort in implementing this
commitment. I am confident that I
can be of value and an asset to the
SA Hockey Association and I look
forward to the challenge, she
added.
- Article Supplied

UKZN chemical engineering student Miss Sarah Smith-Baillie
leaves for Canada next month as
part of the SA national team at the
Commonwealth
Lifesaving
Championships.
Picture: Supplied

Hockey CEO

Lifesaving star

Miss Smith-Baillie, 21, said she
was looking forward to the experience and challenge of participating
in the prestigious competition.
Ive been involved in the sport
since the age of seven and was
hooked from the very beginning as
it is a different aspect of competition to swimming which I also
take part in, she said. The events
are very technical and so there is
always something different to learn
which can help you improve on
your times. Miss Smith-Baillie
said she was first selected to represent SA in 2006 at the Commonwealth Lifesaving Championships
in England, getting national colours
again the following year at the 2007
Deutsche
Lebens-RettungsGesellschaft (DLRG) German Cup
in Warendorf.
At the 2009 South African Stillwater Lifesaving Championships in
Durban in April a Protea Lifesaving
Team and an U19 Development
team were chosen. I was selected
to the Protea side with management

Miss Sarah Smith-Baillie.

deciding that I would captain both
teams.
My greatest achievements include winning gold at the 2006
Commonwealth
Lifesaving
Championships as well as silver
and bronze in the relay medals,
making the finals and when the
team was placed second to
Australia, she said.
In Germany, she emerged as the top
performing woman competitor in
the Protea national team.
My family is proud of me and very
supportive, which is a big help as
the sport and my studies are very
demanding, she said.
Miss Smith-Baillie is involved in
coaching the KZN lifesaving team.
- Xoliswa Zulu

A SECOND year Bachelor of
Science in Property Development
student will represent South Africa
at the hockey junior world cup in
Singapore this month.

finally SA U21 in consecutive
years. I hope to continue to play a
high level of hockey and I want to
play hockey for as long as my body
will allow it.

Mr Teigan Mulholland, 19, who has
been playing hockey since he was
six-years-old, said he was looking
forward to the experience.

He will compete in the University
Sports South Africa (USSA)
tournament and hopefully in the
mens senior inter-provincial
tournament later this year.

I was initially selected for the
junior world cup squad in 2008. We
then participated in a number of
training camps from which a final
selection was made.

My family are extremely proud of
my achievements and prompted my
interest in the sport, especially my
grandfather, Mr Bob Howden, who

Picture: Supplied

SA hockey rep

Mrs Marissa Langeni.

Mr Teigan Mulholland.

played Natal hockey, cricket, rugby
and SA hockey in his day.
- Xoliswa Zulu

Mr Mulholland said his participation in provincial tournaments
and in SA training camps has
helped him prepare physically and
mentally for the tournament.
My greatest achievements include being selected for SA U16,
SA U17, SA U18, SA U19 and then

Recycle your ukzndaba
Please dont litter ... when youve finished with your ukzndaba, why not
pass it on to someone else, or place it in a bin for recycling with other
paper-waste.
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