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OPENING NIGHT FILM
W O R L D  P R E M I E R E

DARRELL JAMES ROODT’S
directorial debut, the anti-
apartheid feature film Place of
Weeping, produced by Anant
Singh, premiered in New York to
critical acclaim. The Stick, an
anti-war film banned in South
Africa for two years,  enjoyed a successful run on
the festival circuit and opened the 1988 Montreal
Film Festival. Sarafina! Mbongeni Ngema’s stage
hit, starring Whoopi Goldberg and Leleti Khumalo,
was screened at the Official Selection at the 1992
Cannes Film Festival. He then made Fatherhood
and Cry, The Beloved Country, starring James
Earl Jones and Richard Harris. Other credits
include Dangerous Ground starring Ice Cube and
Elizabeth Hurley and Second Skin, with Natasha
Henstridge and Peter Fonda.

Anant Singh

and Videovision Entertainment present

in association with

The Nelson Mandela Foundation,

Distant Horizon, M-Net, The National Film

And Video Foundation and Exciting Films

A Darrell James Roodt Film

YESTERDAY

South Africa 2004, Zulu with English subtitles,
35mm, 95 min
Director: Darrel James Roodt
Screenplay: Darrel James Roodt
Cinematography: Micheal Brierly
Cast: Leleti Khumalo, Lihle Mvelase, Harriet
Lehabe, Kenneth Kambule, Camilla Walker
Music: Madala Kunene
Print Source: Videovision Entertainment

Yesterday is the story of a young mother by the same name, who
lives in rural Kwazulu-Natal with her pre-school child Beauty. Her
migrant labourer  husband works on the mines in Johannesburg.
Yesterday takes ill, and after many attempts to visit a clinic, she 
manages to see a doctor, and learns that she is HIV positive. 

Yesterday does not tell anybody in the village of her HIV status,
except for a teacher that she has befriended, knowing that the other
villagers will shun her. She travels to Johannesburg to inform her
husband who receives her with disbelief and violent anger.

She returns home, devastated.
Some months later, her husband arrives home in the the latter

stages of AIDS. Yesterday welcomes him, and decides to take care
of him, hoping that she herself will survive long enough to see her
child start school.

Yesterday is a powerful and moving film that highlights the 
difficulties that impoverished rural people who have AIDS encounter
and the power of social stigma. But at its centre is the very human
story of an incredibly brave woman, willing to go to the ends of the
earth to protect and nurture her beloved daughter. 

Introduced by producer, Anant Singh; director, Darrell James Roodt

and stars Leleti Khumalo, Lihle Mvelase, Kenneth Kambule and

Camilla Walker.




